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For The Millions 


Moratorium Futilitarianism 


WALTER KAULFERS* 


Words are known the company 
they keep and the occasions which they 
Glicksberg 


should let others light their candles it, 
and not keep blowing them out with gusts 
professional terminology. 


There world difference between 
enabling young people use language 
with increasing effectiveness real-life 
situations and just covering enough ex- 
ercises book make them eligible 
sit another classroom. 


The high irrelevancy. Perhaps 
inevitable that during periods dis- 
location social and economic arrange- 
ments people become easily distracted 
from such values good taste speech, 
art, literature, since comparison with 
the problems survival itself they often 
seem less important less immediately 
essential. such circumstances, consider- 
able number people are inclined 
gree with Dorothy 

Should Heaven send any son 

hope he’s not like Tennyson. 


I'd rather have him play fiddle 
Than rise and bow and speak idyll. 


times transition there also the 
danger that the sense disillusionment 
and futility which often follows war may 
translate itself into apathy toward cer- 
tain phases school work—perhaps 


seeming irresponsibility with respect 
putting forth the best possible effort the 
classroom. school has been spared any 
conspicuous symptoms this natural ten- 
dency, the credit assuredly belongs the 
success with which has been possible 
relate the curriculum those issues that 
affect the life and foreseeable future 
every person, young old, living today. 
Those whose teaching experience extends 
over two decades have known very few 
years, indeed, when postwar disillusion- 
ment, unemployment, depression, war 
itself did not affect the attitudes and mo- 
rale very large numbers students. 
Such teachers are especially qualified 
testify the way which the school can 
invite apathy, even dislike, when 
seems too unrelated, too remotely re- 
lated, anything that affects the lives 
young people. 


*Dr. Kaulfers professor education the 
University Illinois and author several well- 
known books the field the language arts. 
This the first two articles functional 
approach grammar. Next month Dr. Kaulfers 
describes practical instructional procedures 
which may substituted for the futile drills 
classification and nomenclature. 


Parker, The Portable Dorothy Parker, 
The Viking Press, New York, permission. 


i 
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Not long ago teacher English was 
victim the Triple-B cycle Battle, 
Boom, and Bust that many have experi- 
enced, one form another, for the past 
twenty years. She discovered that Harry, 
one her fourteen-year-olds, instead 
paying attention, kept looking absent- 
mindedly into space. She did not realize 
that time that his mother was the hos- 
pital, his brother entering the service, and 
his father sustaining financial losses. She 
therefore fired question wake him up. 
“Harry, why many people prefer 
void the first person singular objective pro- 
noun predicate nominative construc- 
tions?” 


The fourteen-year-old narrowed his 
eyes, straightened exasperation and 
said, Brown, how wish had your 
problems!” 


Need the justification for confor- 
mity language. Granting that the cir- 
cumstances which the young man found 
himself could not easily related the 
teacher’s question any method that the 
profession Education has far devised, 
not possible that the very way 
which the question itself was phrased ser- 
ved make seem even more remote 
than necesssary from anything that really 
matters life? For even far younger 
age than fourteen, young people can usual- 
convinced from experiences with 
radio programs originating opposite 
ends the country, from telegrams sent 
all directions across the land, from mag- 
azines printed one city for delivery 
readers every state—or even from tele- 
phone conversations carried between 
people hundreds miles apart—that so- 
cial and business life possible today only 
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insofar all participants abide certain 
common ways saying and writing things 
that make communication convenient and 
economical rather than uncertain and 
time-consuming, expensive costly 
misunderstandings. 


Courtesy justification for confor- 
mity. Even when these social insights are 
beyond the comprehension personal ex- 
perience young people, still possible 
for them recognize more elementary, 
yet perhaps equally valid reason for learn- 
ing conform what commonly re- 
garded good English. abide the 
!anguage norms the land matter 
common courtesy other people when 
speak write them. try make 
our speech and writing clear, accurate, 
and effective possible that others 
not inconvenienced, misled, con- 
fused poor handwriting, unfamiliar 
spelling, misleading punctuation, badly 
jumbled wording. Obviously, not 
bide these norms just because other peo- 
ple always observe them, but because intel- 
ligent people have discovered from experi- 
ence that, like the air automobile tire, 
such courtesy makes the riding through 
life great deal easier. Perhaps was the 
realization this fact which once 
prompted intelligent father remind 
his son: boy, always show courtesy 
everyone, even those who are rude 
you; for remember that you show courtesy 
others, not because they are gentlemen, 
but because you are one.” 


Appropriateness criterion for us- 
age. precocious young man, confronted 
with such reasons for conforming 
standard English usage, should still seek 
evade responsibility insisting that con- 
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siderable numbers people not follow 
this standard any consistent fashion, 
might desirable have him describe 
the exact circumstances surrounding the 
expressions which cited illustrate 
his point. quite possible that, consid- 
ering the situations which the express- 
ions were used, they were entirely appro- 
priate and, therefore, hardly incorrect. 
well for young people learn early 
school that there really one English 
language with uniform, inflexible rules 
governing any and all occasions. prayer, 
for example, say “thine” instead 
Name” instead “your 
that would clearly inappropropriate 
used outside religious setting. 
poem piece aesthetic writing 
might conceivably moved such 
expression as, “Would that were wise 
yonder sapient hills!”, whereas en- 
countered ordinary conversation, the 
effect might only mild astonishment 
quiet amusement. 


Again, circles intimate personal 
acquaintance which certain speech 
habits have become indigenous gram- 
matical terminology has become second- 
nature teachers language, legal 
terms have become indispensable in- 
terpreters the law, medical terms 
have become identified with the profession 
medicine, would seem legitimate 
conform the speech habits the group, 
when they come naturally, quite without 
rejecting the norms standard English 
that all must accept outside circles inti- 
mate personal acquaintance people are 
citizens nation which men can 
understand each other via radio, telephone, 
telegraph, letter from coast coast. 


Certainly the language which thoughts 
are clothed formal banquet more 
appropriate football game than dress 
suit. 


Relative versus absolute standards 
usage. Adherents the doctrine fixed 
standards language will doubtless see 
dangers this socio-psychological view 
communication relative time and 
place. Until more proof the validity 
the absolutist doctrine, and the ordinary 
practicability implementing success- 
fully advanced, however, the opposition 
will lack the cogent arguments that are 
needed win unquestioning converts. In- 
stead winning young people whole- 
heartedly its reactonary cause, 
vatism has some localities made the 
study the mother tongue the most dis- 
liked subject 


Instead having ardent believers and ad- 
mirers among the adult citizenry, the op- 
position has too often cut itself off from all 
possibility for exercising significant in- 
fluence. Far from being accepted the 
public educational leaders, its members 
have too often been retired the shelf 
pure like well-bound (but slightly 
dated) reference books used only 
when convenient. Clearly, teachers cannot 
exert significant influence upon the 
speech habits the out-of-school world 
their views language are out-of-tune 
with sociological fact that people begin 
regard them, not effective human beings 
who actually live this world, but 
kind cult that merely occupies class- 
room it. 


*Adolph “Failure and Subjects Liked and 
Disliked,” High Points, Vol. XXI, pp. 22-25, 
January, 1939. See also editorial Women’s 
Home Companion, July, 1940. 


Present-day usage speech criterion. 
the schools are succeed winning 
the support young people and their 
parents for effective English, teachers 
language must make certain that their own 
conception language, regards its 
nature and psychology, all times 
keeping with present-day fact. Since only 
dead languages never change, this means 
that due recognition must given all 
living languages ever-changing, ever- 
growing organisms. The proof this dy- 
namic characteristic all living languages 


The signers one the country’s 
most treasured literary and political doc- 
uments, the Declaration Independence, 
for example, spoke the 
word were They said 
fact that the singular more widely pre- 
ferred today. 


Again, how would modern English 
teacher grade student composition con- 
taining such statement 


The tutor supported the hun- 
dred, and every person entitled 
send their children three years gratis, and 
much longer they please, paying for it. 

quoted verbatim from Thomas Jefferson’s 
plan for education Virginia (1799). 
Note that “every clearly re- 
garded plural. Note, too, that the date 
the document places closer “the 
King’s English” than any modern text- 
book. 


was” incorrect illiterate even 
referring one person? the King’s 
English 1690, the date the appear- 
ance the New England Primer, “you 
Cook, “Stanford University Sets 


All Right,” The English Jounrnal, Vol. 35, pp. 
37-40, January, 1946 
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were” would have been used only for the 
plural. Among “easy questions for Chil- 
the following: 

what was you made? 

For what was you made? 
Can anyone cite better proof the way 
which the virtues one generation can 
misbranded defects another? 


But what authority? Obviously, 
the authority changes speech habits 
usage the part those speakers and 
writers who during the last two centuries 
have had occasion use language the 
most influential occasions. Dictionary- 
makers and grammarians had little more 
with bringing about such funda- 
mental changes than collecting and report- 
ing convincing proof them; for lan- 
guage always made, not decree fiat, 
but the consent the governed. 
Dean Benjamin once put it, 
made the needs men, while grammar 
made 


Relative criteria for judging language 
needs. teach English keeping with 
the principle inevitable change lan- 
guage, one must, therefore, make sure that 
those usages which are rejected definite- 
unacceptable not have strong support 
the speech and writing able leaders 
the professions. his recent book, Teach- 
ing English Professor Pooley draws 
heavily upon those excellent surveys 
modern English which have been spon- 
sored recent years the National Coun- 
cil Teachers The findings 


Benjamin, “Interchange Cultural 
Viewpoints,” Phi Delta Kappan, Vol. 24, pp. 
101-103, November, 1941 

Pooley. Teaching English Usage. 
Appleton-Century Company, New York, 1946, 
265 pages, pp. 3-15. 
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with respect usage conveniently 
groups according the urgency with 
which they require attention school. 
Those expressions that were formerly con- 
sidered definitely incorrect, but that now 
have become established virtue wide- 
spread adoption among influential and re- 
spectable people, are obviously listed 
longer requiring correction the class- 
room. the other hand, those usages that 
have traveled far, but not over half way 
respectability, are listed for consider- 
ation after the speech habits which 
literate person would subscribe outside 
circles intimate personal acquintance 
have been supplemented with thoroughly 
acceptable substitutes. Unless teachers 
English use similar life-centered criterion 
for determining 
punctuation, grammar teach, and 
when, the danger always real that the 
benefits their instruction will heavily 
diluted with nonessential busywork. Unless 
clear-cut means for making certain that 
first things always come first adopted, 
the English program likely seem 
irrelevant and esoteric times lose 
the support young people and adults 
alike. 

age when the problems survi- 
val itself are urgent present 
minority group relationships, purchasing 
power, and postwar security, the import- 
ance putting first things first becomes 


Leonard, Current English Usage, 
National Council Teachers English, Chi- 
cago, 1932, 232 pp. Albert Markwardt 
and Fred Walcott, Facts About Current Usage, 
Appleton-Century Company, New York, 
1938, 144 pp. Charles Carpenter Fries, Ameri- 
can English Grammar, Appleton-Century 
Company, New York, 1940, 313 pp. Arthur 
Kennedy, English Usage, Appleton-Century 
Company, New York, 1942, 166 pp. 


especially conspicuous. such times there 
better way develop resistance 
learning, even active resentment 
language teaching, than allow the in- 
struction too often concern itself with 
what might mistaken for elaborate 
to-do over the aesthetic merit tweedle- 
dee over tweedle-dum. 


Need for periodic surveys language 
usage. important requisite success 
teaching effective English, then, keep- 
ing abreast changes reported the 
most recent, reliable census current prac- 
tice among influential living speakers and 
writers all the periodic 
census current speech, taken the 
sampling method employed Charles 
Carpenter Fries, Leonard Sterling, Albert 
Marckwardt, and Fred Walcott 
indispensable English teaching today 
periodic population census essential 
effective social, political, and economic 
planning. Sovereignty language, 
other aspects our national life, vested 
the consent the governed, and the 
latter are not the writers last year’s gram- 
mars, but the transient members that 
ever-changing group who successively con- 
stitute the most active and influential lead- 
ers the nation’s adulthood. Since sover- 
eignty changes hands with each succeeding 
generation, the watchword always “from 
today’s facts, not yesterday’s textbooks.” 
language teaching can effectively in- 
fluence the living its authority vested 
exclusively the past. Teaching based 
often succeeds only throwing more 
flowers upon the grave. 


Kaulfers, Four Studies Teaching 
Grammar from the Socio-Psychological View- 
point. Stanford University Bookstore, Stanford 
University, California, 1945, pp. 46-47. 
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The fallacy infallible rules. the 
light the circumstances governing lin- 
guistic change, equally important requi- 
site successful instruction English 
acceptance the fact that language too 
fluid permit classification the basis 
fixed, invariable rules. Although 
might well, for example, examine 
long sentence see semicolon two 
would assist reader absorbing the 
meaning its several coordinate clauses, 
surely only idiot would insist setting 
off with semicolons the three clauses 
Caesar’s famous remark, Veni, vidi, vici— 
came, saw, conquered. 


Again, might well avoid tiring 
people with monotonous type sentence 
pattern which everything 
tacked together with “and” like the pre- 
fabricated sections henhouse. ab- 
solute injunction against the use and 
the beginning sentence, however, 
would require that suppress the King 
James Version the Book Matthew; 
for it, Professor Pooley has pointed 
out, almost every sentence begins this 
way—and have the very best 
authority that the translation none 
other than the King’s English! Certainly 
the only tenable position cases this 
kind that which cautions against the 
overuse any other word, 
phrase, sentence pattern, when the 
speaker writer has special reason for 
repeating it, such might have were 
consciously striving for particular effect. 


The impossiblity imputing goodness 
and badness, absolute correctness and 
incorrectness language apart from 
specific, real-life situation becomes appar- 
ent comparing the seemingly contradic- 


tory standards usage which the na- 
tives different foreign countries sub- 
scribe. French, for example, the redun- 
dant use the pronoun, Votre frere 
est-il plus que vous? (Your brother 
older than you?) considered highly 
desirable questions that have noun 
subject. Again, even the most illiterate 
Frenchman would never think saying 
The one and only ac- 
ceptable form French C’est 

view these facts, appropriateness 
social needs and circumstances would 
seem the only criterion tenable uni- 
versally basis for judging language 
usage. Although this criterion does not 
give language teaching the same authori- 
tarian security the doctrine absolute 
correctness and incorrectness, does not 
lead absurdity when applied specific 
situations. Moreover, can easily trans- 
lated into practical program effective 
classroom instruction. 

Essentials program speech im- 
provement: diagnosis. The first step al- 
ways diagnosis the pupils’ strengths and 
weakness language avoid spending 
time and energy the correction dif- 
ficulties which, while common among 
young people general, are not always 
common more than minority par- 
ticular class. Objective usage tests are 
value this connection, but since individ- 
uals are always guard such situations, 
the scores may not yield true picture 
the pupils’ actual language habits. They 
may only measure their impressions 
what they think other people want them 
say. 


Confirmation. The second step, there- 
fore, involves validating the findings 


GRAMMAR FOR THE MILLONS 


the diagnostic test determine what ex- 
tent the concepts normative usage reg- 
istered thereon actually represent the ex- 
aminees’ own personal use language 
outside the English class testing situa- 
tion. Since seldom practical follow 
any sizable number students around the 
playground into the home, opportuni- 
ties for observing their language habits 
informal situations are more easily pro- 
vided the classroom. Free discussion 
topics close pupil interests, such hob- 
bies, pets, favorite radio programs, in- 
teresting personalities the field sports, 
usually afford opportunities observe and 
tabulate points strength and weakness 
oral usage, while short autobiographies 
often yield symptoms such difficulties 
punctuation, capitalization, spelling, vo- 
cabulary, paragraphing, usage, com- 
monly enter into composition. 

Validation the basis “first things 
first.” Having secured list difficulties 
small groups within it, the teacher ready 
take the third step; viz., comparing the 
difficulties her own group with the list 
unacceptable usages that terms the 
best available consensus deserve replace- 
ment this particular age and grade level. 
Naturally, those speech habits which re- 
present the most extreme departure from 
the norm, and that are most typical the 
class whole, will receive the highest 
priority the order and amount atten- 
tion given them group work. Without 
valid basis for putting first things first, in- 
struction English runs the risk either 
attempting too much one time, 
spending too much time relatively un- 
important details. comparison the 
scores the diagnostic test with the teach- 


diagnosis shows that the students 
least suspect what forms speech are pre- 
ferable others for general use, but ob- 
viously not act conformity with their 
better judgment, the problem becomes one 
building effective language habits, and 
not primarily one learning grammatical 
terminology classification. This point 
important, for the world full proof 
that neither knowledge nor skill itself 
compels action. 

Motivation the transfer training. 
If, the other hand, comparison the 
results the diagnostic test with the teach- 
er’s own observations shows that large 
majority neither recognizes effective usage 
nor practices it, the need for developing, 
simultaneously, insight into what consti- 
tutes effective English, and the desire 
use all appropriate occasions. Since 
almost every group consists some young 
people who know better, but don’t act like 
it, and considerable number who don’t 
know any better and act like it, this the 
usual situation all but the more highly 
selective schools. The fourth step, there- 
fore, involves devising and carrying out 
plans for helping needy young people gain 
insight into what considered standard 
English pronunciation, vocabulary, 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and 
sentence structure, and develop the 
habit applying what they learn, not only 
when they are under observation school, 
but all life situations where standard 
English the most appropriate and effec- 
tive form language. 

devising such plans well bear 
mind that habitual and extreme depar- 
tures from normative usage can usually 
traced very limited, and often se- 
verely underprivileged language environ- 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


ment the home neighborhood. The 
language habits that young people bring 
school reflect the language almost 
everyone with whom they come into most 
frequent contact—including, very often, 
their parents, relatives, neighbors, and 
friends. For this reason, only mental bar- 
riers, lines cleavage between the 
teacher and the group, are likely 
created the attitude toward language 
one that casts humiliating reflections upon 
the young people, their parents, relatives, 
friends. The result may even retalia- 
tion with dislike for English for the 
teacher, both. such cases the task 
instruction can obviously become weighted 
with difficulties, and times unpleasant 
for all concerned. For this reason would 
seem preferable approach the problem 
from the viewpoint helping young peo- 
ple acquire varied and serviceable ward- 
robe language—especially one that will 
enable them feel both ease and ef- 
fective other language situations than 
those intimate personal acquaintance. 
school use standard English, not be- 
cause any inherent superiority, but 
simply because cannot effective citi- 
zens, wage earners, professional people 
country this size, unless all sub- 
scribe easily understood, common 
medium comniunication that will en- 
Seattle and still readily understood 
Los Angeles, Honolulu, London, New 
York. this partly indispens- 
able responsibility modern citizenship, 
partly for our own good securing and 
filling desirable positions, and always 
civic courtesy practiced people who 
have had the advantages schooling. 
this because not confuse demo- 


cracy with the cult mediocrity speech 
manner. 

Extention the area language ex- 
perience. the pupils’ language environ- 
ment has been underprivileged re- 
stricted, however, that they cannot dis- 
tinguish between normative and non-nor- 
mative language, possible that they 
will see little need for supplementing 
speech habits that are perfectly intelligible 
and acceptable almost everyone whom 
they meet outside school. such cases, 
enrichment language experiences with 
Opportunities hear standard English, 
and with life situations which such 
English clearly the most appropriate, be- 
comes essential both developing insight 
into what constitutes standard English, and 
building desire use one’s self. Re- 
cordings competent actors stories, 
short plays, abridged novels from the 
pens well-known modern authors pro- 
vide excellent means for interesting young 
people the effective use oral English 
modern life. Among such recordings are 
Ronald Colman’s interpretation Lost 
Horizon aad Tales from the Olympian 
Gods, and Herbert moving 
rendition The Snow 


Many modern recordings are useful al- 
relating English other interests, 
such world literature music, that de- 
serve encouragement school. For ex- 
ample, Joseph anecdotal bio- 
Schubert, Beethoven, and 
Tchaikovsky, beautifully illustrated with 
exerpts from their better known works, 


Colman, Lost Horizon James Hil- 
ton, Decca Records, Album No. DA-402: Tales 
from the Olympian Gods, Decca Records, Al- 
bum No. DA-475. Herbert Marshall, The Snow 
Goose Paul Gallico, Decca Album No. DA- 
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can serve not only supply models ef- 
fective usage pronunciation and gram- 
mar, but also link the study English 
with good taste that more universal 
form intuitive emotional communi- 
cation called the language music. Such 
recordings can also provide models for 
radioscripts, musically illustrated bio- 
graphies and stories, dramatizations 
the community’s history, that the group 
may later wish produce, under guidance, 
means for securing practice writing 
and speaking for audience—another 
class, club, parent group, school 


Selected radio programs, where these 
are conveniently available during the class 
hour, can naturally serve much the same 
purposes. any case, committees charged 
with keeping the group informed concern- 
ing programs available during 
school hours, and with acting board 
listeners review the broadcasts for the 
group deserve place every English 
class, not only aids broadening and 
deepening language experiences, but also 
means for promoting good taste radio 
listening habits. 


Appropriate talking pictures are still 
another aid wherever the school 
equipped use them conveniently. Even 
more valuable and convincing, however, 
are speakers representing the ablest talent 
that the community has offer ex- 
amples the vocations and professions 
which the members the class profess 


Machlis, Music Master Series, Vox Re- 
cords, Vox Productions, Inc. 

Language Arts Investigation, English 
for Social Living, XII, XVI; Foreign 
Languages and Cultures American Education, 
Chapters McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
pany, New York. 


desire enter. such cases, the need for 
writing effective letters invitation, for 
exercising good taste welcoming, intro- 
ducing, and thanking the speakers, and for 
following their visits with appropriate 
notes appreciation approved the class 
—all help give both knowledge and 
practice standard English practical 
motivation. Discussion periods following 
the talks afford additional opportunities 
for practice asking worthwhile ques- 
tions that have been thought out 
phrased beforehand. 


Provision audience situations. Inas- 
much opportunities that enable young 
people not only hear effective English, 
but also practice it, are more valuable 
than those affording only opportunities 
for passive experience, the organization 
the learning program terms motivat- 
ing activities audience situations al- 
ways desirable. Such situations generally 
include writing intelligent letters ap- 
preciation suggestion those artists 
the radio, stage, screen whose stellar 
ratings depend some extent upon mail 
from audiences; sending notes condo- 
lence ailing classmates; carrying cor- 
respondence with young people other 
parts the country abroad concerning 
topics mutual group interest; interview- 
ing adults class home regarding 
unusual hobbies, experiences, achieve- 
ments; staging play-readings; giving 
casts; presenting illustrated talks imagi- 
nary travels (perhaps with the aid 
balopticon delineascope for showing 
pictures obtained from friends second- 
hand magazines); producing radio- 
dramatizations some aspect the com- 
history achievements. The 
guiding principle always helping young 
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people “find something interesting and 
worthwhile say and building audi- 
ence situation which will give them rea- 
sons for saying 

preparing material for audiences, 
errors will occur, but they will far more 
often symptoms insecurely fixed lan- 
guage habits, undeveloped insights, 
than flagrant carelessness; for such 
circumstances few people deliberately mis- 
present themselves public. Moreover, 
audience situations help least 
stimulate, even they not always in- 
spire, effective writing and speech. After 
all, few young people can long take gen- 
uine interest learning speak and write 
well the only real destination for their 
efforts the wastebasket after grade has 
been recorded the rollbook. The grade- 
book and wastebasket seldom inspire 
greater learning than the fact that “if you 
write big and leave lots margin, your 
paper will look longer.” 

Although anticipation audience 
response serves stimulate language 
and discourage careless hand- 
writing, spelling, punctuation, and usage, 
obviously cannot correct departures from 
standard English the pupils have 
basis for knowing what the most appropri- 
ate forms should be. The need for giving 
young people models and criteria which 
guide their writing and speech, there- 
fore, requires that instruction provided 
what commonly known grammar. 
the sense that every language teacher 
attempts bring his pupils’ speech and 
writing into conformity with the norms 


effective current usage, every teacher 
Roberts, “English Teachers Face 
the Future,” The English Journal (College Edi- 
tion), Vol. XXXVII, No. pp. 101-113, 
February, 1938. 


language teaches grammar. Indeed, 
impossible against such instruction, 
for the very obvious reason that one the 
commonest meanings the term usage 
conformity with accepted norms, 
the sentence “His grammar bad.” 


The role grammatical terminology. 
recent years, however, careful observa- 
tion and repeated experimentation have 
revealed that, commonly taught, work 
grammar did very little improve the 
pupils’ own personal use and 
frequently became more elusive than help- 
ful the very young people who needed 
most increase their command effec- 
tive English. Perhaps only natural that 
this should the case. cannot ex- 
pected that young people handicapped 
limited vocabularies will respond readily 
explanations language usage phrased 
such terms prepositional phrase, sub- 
ordinate clause, restrictive modifier, 
even subject and predicate. The fact, how- 
ever, that under continuous pressure, rein- 
forced frequent reviews, they can learn 
the verbal definitions these terms me- 
chanically heart, and often parrot them 
along with memorized examples, has mis- 
led teachers assume that they actually 
know what they are saying, and should, 
therefore, able apply their supposed 
learning their own writing and speech. 
Moreover, the fact that many pupils who 
have trouble whatever using scien- 


“Relation Factors English Usage Com- 
position,” Journal Educational Research, Vol. 
36, pp. 269-271, Dec., 1942. Stanford Language 
Arts Investigation, English for Social Living, 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 
1943, 366 pages, pp. 274-276. Walter Mon- 
roe (Editor), Encyclopedia Educational Re- 
search, The Macmillan Co., 1941, 1344 pages, 
pp. 456-457, 532-533, 659. 
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tific terms acquired from toying with 
radios, automobiles, electrical appli- 
ances, nevertheless seem unable 
make effective use linguistic terminolo- 
gy, has been the source considerable im- 
patience and irritation. sheer stub- 
bornness that prompts boys speak quite 
fluently technical terms about the parts 
radio, car, electrical circuit, and 
then become inarticulate when asked 
acquire what seems, comparison, mere 
handful grammatical terms? 


Perhaps the explanation found 
in-the fact that the terms applied science 
and invention deal with specific, concrete 
things which can readily seen, touched, 
felt, and almost always serve exactly the 
same purpose, while the terms used for- 
mal grammar, like and adjective, of- 
ten change their form, position, and even 
their function from sentence sentence. 
For example, the word orange, the 
usual definition noun word that 
stands for person, place, thing, could 
easily called noun; but the expres- 
sion, orange colored as- 
sumes all the functions that definition 
are usually assigned adjectives. must 
this elusive behavior words 
playing hide-and-seek behind variety 
labels, and the ability 
words, like go, masquerade behind the 
same generic label variety disguises, 
from and goes going, went, and 
gone, that the locus the difficutly lies. 
view these complexities probably 
true that many young people who need 
personal help language most, simply 
cannot make effective use grammatical 
terminology, procedures based upon 
it, their own personal writing and 
speech. 


Surprising may seem, careful in- 
vestigation has shown that even able stu- 
dents from highly privileged language en- 
vironments, though they often respond 
nomenclature drill, parsing, 
and formal sentence analysis enthusias- 
tically some people react cross-word 
puzzles, nevertheless fail show any su- 
periority their own subsequent personal 
use language over young people from 
similarly enriched environments who 
ceive formal instruction Where- 
ever the students come from homes 
which like care has been exercised the 
parents pruning and guiding their chil- 
dren’s speech from infancy (perhaps 
sheltering from contamination those 
“uncouth” boys and girls from across the 
railroad tracks who say ain’t and an’ 
him never done nothin’) difference 
language habits, writing skills, can 
found among those who receive train- 
ing formal grammar and those who 
not. These observations suggest that all 
formal grammatical procedures, well 
all terminology beyond the names for the 
parts speech commonly indicated after 
words dictionaries, belong, like the 
technical terms used law medicine, 
the professional level higher educa- 
tion rather than the consumer level 
elementary and secondary schooling. Their 
function primarily make intra-profes- 
communication more accurate and 
convenient among /icensed practitioners, 
and supply grammarians, philologists, 
and lexicographers with efficient tools 
research and classification. 
Kaulfers, Four Studies Teaching 
Grammar from the Socio-Psychological View- 
point, Stanford University Bookstore, Stanford 


University, California, 1945, pages, pp. 16- 
17. 


Children’s Books About Foreign Countries 


Evaluations and Reevaluations 


HELEN SATTLEY* 


The need for reevaluation the chil- 
dren’s books foreign countries which 
are already our shelves schools and 
libraries and the need for critical evalua- 
tion the new books this field are two 
the greatest problems facing those 
who today work with children their 
reading relationships. The importance 
these books can somewhat understood 
when realize that they often form chil- 
dren’s basic knowledge the people 
other lands and that many children will 
never take the opportunity, once they have 
passed the age school and children’s 
book reading, learn anything more 
bout these foreign people other than what 
they read newspapers and magazines. 
And will these very children who, 
even only through voting and their ex- 
pressed opinion, will, when they are 
help shape the world relation- 
ships between our own country and all the 
rest the world. 


order make beginning this 
huge job evaluation and reevaluation, 
Columbia University’s School Library 
Service has included its course for ad- 
vanced library students seminar the 
study children’s books other coun- 
tries. Members the seminar have been 
children’s and school librarians and teach- 
ers who have had basic study children’s 
literature and experience working with 
children and books. The results two 
separate seminar groups have been both 


interesting and profitable those con- 
cerned and has been felt that wider 
audience might also find them so. For this 
reason, are presenting subsequent 
issues the Elementary English some 
presentative papers for individual coun- 
tries. 


There are, however, some general crit- 
icisms, standards, analyses, and suggestions 
which seem important discuss be- 
fore going into specific instances. must 
remembered that not everyone has 
greed every point, even after wide dis- 
cussion, nor have always all made defi- 
nite decisions. Rather, have felt more 
profitable flexible and open-minded 
and have felt the time and study well spent 
have been stimulated further ques- 
tioning and research and have been given 
awareness that there are problems 
which are not yet completely capable 
handling. 


Our procedure was have each stu- 
dent choose one country for the semester’s 
work and then, through adult materials 
which included books, magazines, pamph- 
lets and newspapers, study the historical, 
geographic, economic, and political aspects 
that country for third the semester. 
One third semester not enough 
make person expert even very 
small country, but does give oppor- 


*Miss Sattley, assistant professor library ser- 
vice Columbia University, contributor 
Elementary English and member its staff 
reviewers. 
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tunity for some background understanding 
and found came out with much 
greater knowledge than had had pre- 
viously. 

When was felt advisable, help was 
asked from some the university faculty, 
the case the Netherlands and Rus- 
sia. When needed to, used different 
agencies New York which had contri- 
butions make our further under- 
standing. For instance, while she did her 
paper Africa, Miss Fitch was close 
contact with the famed Schomburg collec- 
tion the New York Public Library and 
the specialists there. felt privilege 
talk over the problems publishing 
folklore with Miss Bertha Gunterman, 
children’s editor Longmans, Green and 
company, person responsible for dis- 
tinguished children’s books this 
and other fields. greatly appreciated 
the author’s point view through stim- 
ulating talk with Miss Katherine Shippen, 
author two outstanding histories, The 
Great and New Found 


had some fine reference material. 
The problems have been carefully con- 
sidered during the past few years. recent 
article Elementary English listed eight 
general standards for chosing such 
the American Library Association meet- 
ing 1946, Dr. Ethel Ewing, education 
director the Institute Pacific Rela- 
tions, gave paper the subject. Not all 
the authorities read and listened to, 
however, could give exact picture 
just what our policies should all 
counts. Miss Ewing wrote: 


those (books) dealing with large 
areas and those containing too many facts 
and those that cover much territory that 
clear picture emerges. Avoid also those 
that not give fair and just and in- 


formed interpretation; those that are writ- 
ten from the colonial attitude and empha- 
size the white-man’s burden view;. those 
that too far into country’s past. Books 
about modern times are better. not buy 
books that incident title run count- 
accepted lore the country; those 
that embody customs different from 
ours that the books are incomprehensible 
unappealing American children.* 


Others, while agreeing great extent 
with Miss Ewing, stressed the importance 
great deal historical material. 


felt, quite strongly, that should 
rely great extent upon the opinion 
those native the individual countries. 
Here, too, found that when made 
the final decisions, our own judgments, 
based upon the weighing all possibilities 
and the fusing the best, must the 
deciding factor. remembered the 
school teacher from Ecuador who, upon 
visiting the school library one our 
members, found fault with Richard Gill’s 
and Helen Hoke’s Paco Goes the Fair’ 
because was not “true” picture the 
country; represented only one section 
the native population. Checking, later, 
with friends ours who had lived for 
some years Ecuador, were reassured 
that the book excellent picture 
certain part that country. tried 
think over how hard would for 
judge some books about our own country 
which would bring insight 
understanding because lacked experi- 
ence and knowledge the region the 
circumstances—or had choose one 
book represent everything. Our univer- 
sity authority would throw out Marshall’s 
None But the Brave,’ that popular girls’ 
story the Siege Leyden, because the 
historical events not run according 
exact historical sequence, although the 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


author acknowledges this note the 
front the book and are aware that 
many fine historical adult novels—and 
dramas—take the literary license kal- 
eidoscoping the facts history. 


There are some general characterisitcs 
book selection this field which inevit- 
ably kept coming up. were continually 
impressed with the great wealth mater- 
ial, excellently written, artfully, often 
beautifully, presented; the well-rounded 
picture many the countries given 
when considered all types books, pic- 
ture, folklore, history, travel, biography, 
natural history, fiction; the up-to-date- 
ness the publications. However, 
found serious deficiencies books about 
modern situations and life; gaps pic- 
tures historical figures; 
cisms individual books. 


Generally speaking, the type book 
which came for the most criticism, over 
and over again, was the attractively illu- 
strated, short-texted history travel book 
which tried take too great span 
history too great area land 
water. The complaint would be, “This 
interesting book but don’t know how 
use it.” Why? Let take example 
Clarke Hutton’s Picture History 
Britain. The following about Hanoverian 
England taken from two colorfully illu- 
strated pages picture-book-size vol- 
ume. 


David Garrick was famous actor 
live this time, DeFoe wrote “Robinson 
Crusoe”, and Smollett and Fielding were 
among the greatest living novelists. 
Alexander Pope and Dr. Samuel Johnson 
were alive. Handel, great musician who 
came from Germany, composed music 
which still played today. 


Artists like Reynolds and Gainsbor- 
ough were painting pictures which can 
now seen the National Gallery, Lon- 
don. 


Men like Chippendale and Sheraton 
were designing and making beautiful fur- 
niture, and people will still pay big prices 
for their chairs. 


Houses were simple and beautiful and 
built mainly red brick, with large win- 
dows. The brothers Adam designed many 
important buildings London, Bath and 
other 


Again there was war with France, 
though the fighting was mostly North 
America and India. England became the 
strongest nation the seas. India Ro- 
bert Clive was fighting and winning more 
land for the East India Company, and the 
French army was turned out India. 


And turn the page and jump Cana- 


da. 


This what have called “abstract” 
writing for children; there nothing con- 
crete here for the child catch hold 
and build upon—no vivid portrayal 
historical figure, interesting little inci- 
dent think about and remember. dif- 
ficulty comprehension, these two pages 
almost surpass the dull writing the old- 
fashioned textbook and even the gayly 
colored pictures which break through the 
type the pages not mitigate that fact. 
the time child can comprehend and 
gain real understanding this writing, 
need much more detailed and 
solid food for thought. ready 
handle social implications and background 
material. And, yet, this book was readily 
accepted most our best reviewing 
organs, only one reviewer questioning the 
method presentation and possible use, 
and almost apologizing for doing so. The 
question was raised our seminar groups, 
“Are reviewers carefully weighing the val- 
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ues elaborately illustrated books are 
they letting format sway their judgment?” 


The same criticism was raised over sev- 
eral the Holiday House 25-page histor- 
ical surveys individual countries. This 
attractively illustrated series books 
which have gained wide recognition 
schools and libraries. Even for 
history spins many these short ac- 
counts; names, dates, epochs run together 
and the reader apt take for granted 
the conclusions which the author draws 
instead making his own mind from 
well-developed discussion the many 
facets history. For instance, what chance 
does child have decide for himself 
bout the fineness and strength character 
the Englishman when the 23rd page, 
after recounting the incidents Eng- 
lish history, almost devoid character 
portrayals, William Sloane, the author 
The British states, British are 
mixed race, have seen, retaining 
all the best features their Celtic, Saxon 
and Norman ancestors. Kindly, tolerant, 
shy, and sentimental, they are also coura- 
geous and adventurous. They will survive. 
And their ideals liberty and fair play, 
which share with them, will 


the other hand, there are many 
examples successful writing these 
brief accounts. Vernon Ives’ Russia’ the 
same Holiday House series mentioned 
bove such one. Written 1943, 
still one the best short accounts have 
that country. What makes the differ- 
ence? Mr. Ives gives more general 
impression Russia, less confusion 
names and incidents, more epochs and 
the characteristics few great person- 
alities. Mr. Sloane’s book seems create 


general impression, seems filled with 
small incidents, many undeveloped charac- 
ters. course, the difference, here, may 
inherent the countries themselves. 
English history with names im- 
portant its development; there are rela- 
tively few names, comparison, which 
associate with Russian history. How- 
ever, even the concluding paragraphs, 
the one successful, the other not. Mr. 
Ives gives explanation what the Rus- 
sian people were trying accomplish and 
because has been leading this 
through series developments, the con- 
clusions are understandable and quite well- 
rounded. Mr. Sloane, the other hand, 


books for small children and Arensa 
Sondergaard’s First Geography the 
are examples other successful 
brief accounts. Text and pictures are equal- 
important these books and each au- 
thor uses her own technique create 
concrete writing which children can get 
hold and remember from. Arensa Sond- 
ergaard wraps her writing around interest- 
ing and unusual incidents, giving enough 
information make individual short little 
stories and these are accompanied 
equally interesting story-telling pictures 
Cornelius. Mrs. Pyne draws many small 
pictures, clever and amusing, and then ex- 
plains them short paragraphs with 
attempt smoothly running text. But 
her writing varied, relying upon em- 
phasis and conversational style and short, 
staccato sentences. fun read aloud 
for both adult and child and even child 
the early grades sees the humor and 
able comprehend much more from its 
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novel presentation than would take the 
time from less striking approach. 


always, the individual book 
which must judged; generalizations are 
often dangerous. know that just 
soon set down standards which all 
books must meet, along will come one 
which breaks all the rules but breathes 
with spirit that unquestionably places 
the shelves lasting literature. That, 
course, the wonder, the charm and the 
pricelessness all great creative art. Nor 
want bind ourselves any in- 
flexible set standards. could not 
successfully work with books—or children 
—if were held down foreordained 
rules yardsticks which did not allow 
use our own facile judgments and crea- 
tiveness. 


Aware all this, did, however, 
come forth with some criteria. felt 
they came naturally and were glad 
have them formulated that could 
read and evaluate individual children’s 
books against the background some 
adult knowledge about the country. Ruth 
Bump’s* criteria book selection for 
South America representative the 


standards worked out for each country: 
When selecting books South Ameri- 
for children the usual standards for all 
book selection—content, authorship, liter- 
ary quality, format and make-up—would, 
course, followed. However, from this 
group books wish our readers gain 
well-founded knowledge these partic- 
ular nations, understanding the simi- 
larity and difference history and present 
development our Own, appreciation 
their potentialities and added under- 
standing humanity its many manifes- 
tations. Therefore, certain factors will al- 
ways foremost our thoughts 
select reject for our libraries. 


Our primary consideration present 
our readers with impartial well-rounded 
picture South America. order 
this ourselves must know much 
possible about these people. Without con- 
siderable background and continued alert 
interest will ill-equipped judge 
the value any particular book. 
have, result reading and ob- 
servation—if can not have first-hand 
experience—a good frame reference 
the basis which each offering evalu- 
ated. 


should investigate with care the 
author the book under consideration. 
highly desirable know upon what ex- 
perience, preparation and bias the book 
based. Not only should demand writer 
literary ability but also one who able 
present first-hand picture things 
they are, one who has real understanding 
the South American scene. Our own 
knowledge should make quickly aware 
any false note and the prepara- 
tion, travel and ability should help 
feel secure our judgment. 


would seem equal import- 
ance that the illustrator meet the same 
qualifications ability, knowledge and 
understanding. Pictures develop ideas, 
motions and attitudes very great ex- 
tent. Unless exercise great care the 
quality illustration may give rise false 
impressions. 


Based our own background know- 
ledge and our confidence author 
lustrator should expect certain specific 
things our book. Above all, must 
truthful representation facts. South 
American history somewhat compli- 
cated series events and the book which 
relates them must with clarity and 
logic. Proper emphasis and wise choice 
details for inclusion should considered. 
The gory items, the unpleasant events and 
the unhappy motives the early explora- 
tions must shown truly but sanely. Com- 
parison with similar contemporary events 
other countries and discussion polic- 
ies current throughout the world that 


*Miss Bump librarian the Morrestown, 
New Jersey, schools. 
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time will help put them proper per- 
spective. Children should learn under- 
stand them though they can not con- 
doned. The cruelty the native civiliza- 
tions themselves, before the advent the 
white man, fact which contributes 
the general picture the times. 


Overglamorizing the great leaders 
should avoided. The reasons for their 
revolutionary spirit should shown and 
the importance their activities conveyed. 
The struggle for independence should 
presented its real colors activity 
the colonial upper class rather than 
upsurge the mass the people. 


important that the influence 
the Church depicted faithfully and 
without bias. This needs considered 
grasp and for others, criticism meant 
good faith may loom too large. 


The very different life led South 
America women needs developed 
and its background explained well 
its results. 


When considering books with modern 
background important guard against 
those which stress the bizarre and the un- 
usual. The musical comedy atmosphere 
must avoided. 


Lack what consider necessary 
technological advancement must shown 
its proper relation environment, tem- 
perament the peoples involved and their 
scale values. Illiteracy and poor living 
conditions must explained terms 
historical background. New trends toward 
what think better pattern living 
should brought out, together with ex- 
isting obstacles aids. 


expected that children will 
gain from our books keener appreciation 
the achievements South Americans. 
There are many outstanding persons the 
field the arts. far possible 
would like our children know more 
this phase South American life for 
great importance these neighbors 
ours. The ignorance North Americans 
concerning these things very real cause 
friction. 


There should not too great emphasis 
the riches these countries source 
which for what want. Too 
often book gives the feeling that South 
America only exists supply with 
chocolate, oil, rubber what-not. al- 
most extension the old colonial polic- 
ies. Pan-Americanism two-way ideal 
among sovereign nations equal import- 
ance should the theme. should 
extension our belief the dignity 
the individual belief the dignity 
individual nations. 


course, all these desirable items will 
not found any one book. addition 
the selector’s knowledge, the author, the 
illustrator and the book itself, great con- 
sideration should given the whole 
collection books South America and 
the place individual title fill. 


Our collection should maintain pro- 
per balance. There should good books 
all phases the South American scene. 
There should books covering the mod- 
ern age well the historical. Books 
each the countries and each racial group 
should added. The reader should able 
find books suitably written for his age 
and interests that would show all levels 
society; not only the primitive and color- 
ful Indian but the equally interesting 
Negro, Mestizo and the various European 
types; not only the underprivileged, uned- 
ucated lower class but also the educated, 
upper class. 


other words, should aim, through 
acquired knowledge and wise judgment, 
present our readers true and fully 
developed picture South America and 
understanding them such all good 
neighbors should have. 


can seen from this that expect 
the selector well-informed person, 
aware present-day tensions and prob- 
lems well respectful the signific- 
ance historical background. The chil- 
dren’s librarian teacher who admits— 
even boasts—that she has time spend 
adult newspapers and reading because 
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she has devote all her time her 
children’s work poorly equipped guide 
and select for the child today. 


can seen that expect our chil- 
dren able face the realities and dif- 
ferences other countries. are 
dent that can get these across chil- 
dren for two reasons. Anthropologically, 
sociologically, know that peoples the 
world are more alike than they are differ- 
ent; and feel, educationally, that our 
children are familiar from nursery school 
with stories and pictures all people 
and their customs, they can feel familiar 
and can comprehend, they grow 
older, books which the main theme goes 
beyond that good dog story” 
tamily just like ours.” 


are not satisfied with the chil- 
dren’s book reviewing which being done 
today. feel owe more children— 
and serious authors and publishers—in 
critical and informed evaluation new 
books. feel there should depth 
book reviewing which lacking seri- 
ous degree. Appreciative our own limi- 
tations, are bit dazzled the re- 
viewer who can turn out weekly 
monthly column reviews about books 
all kinds subjects. 


What the reviewing Anne Eaton 
and Alice Jordan and Anne Carroll Moore 
meant the new era children’s publish- 
ing twenty-five years ago and the sub- 
sequent years immeasureable and infi- 
nite. Reviewing, today, should mean 
much. But does not. does not for sev- 
eral reasons, the complexity scientific 
and world problems and the vast range 
subject matter covered the children’s 
book field being the most basic. 


have already had some children’s 
books which attempt set down for chil- 
dren through fiction and non-fiction the 
meaning the great ideologies which are 
tearing the world and even individual 
countries apart. shall— and should— 
have many more. How prepared are 
judge them? How able are even 
recognize, some cases, their purposes? 
stands reason that when historians 
and statesmen and men authority, gen- 
erally, are confused and often mistaken, 
we, specialists another field, will not al- 
ways able make correct decisions. 
But can not better than are 
doing now? Can not, groups us, be- 
come specialists, too, certain adult fields 
knowledge that our criticism chil- 
dren’s books will really meaningful? 


Are not “old” enough, assured en- 
ough, the children’s book field, 
say don’t know” and pass book 
one more competent judge than our- 
selves? cannot this, then are 
denying what most believe, that chil- 
dren’s books represent the whole wide 
world and all contains, language 
and conceptions compatible with 
children’s understanding. adult could 
long hold our respect and confidence 
whole wide world and all contains.” 
Why expect much less those 
the children’s field? 

Perhaps, this the greatest lesson 
which learned our rather intense 
study books for children about other 
lands, this lesson that the children’s book 
field too vast, too complex, too import- 
ant, today, grasped with any great 


degree competence any one single 
(Continued Page 26) 
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The Concept Readability 


EDGAR DALE AND JEANNE 


The impressive percentages radio 
owners, the amount time they spend 
listening the radio, and looking tele- 
vision, and the figures movie attend- 
ance sometimes obscure the fact that adults 
still read. fact, recent survey the 
leisure-time habits adults cities 
disclosed that reading the most popular 
single pastime among city people the 
United States. 


The predictions, then, that radio and 
motion pictures would replace the printed 
page the major medium communica- 
tion have not materialized. While true 
that radio, recordings, motion pictures, and 
filmstrips are being brought into the 
schools increasing rate, reading con- 
tinues the major teaching tool our 
schools. 


Since reading still the chief means 
whereby persons gain information, skills, 
and entertainment, the effectiveness with 
which books, newspapers, magazines, and 
pamphlets convey this information re- 
mains important problem. Newspapers 
and magazines are increasingly aware 
their deficiencies instruments for com- 
municating ideas and have recently shown 
concern developing readable stories. 
The early attempts make their publica- 
tions readable intuitive 
thumb methods have given way ac- 
ceptance the objective methods mea- 
suring readability—methods that have 
risen through accumulation research 
carried within the past twenty years. 

This accumulated research has come 


primarily from educators who from the 
earliest days needed some means select- 
ing books for the different grades. That 
the first grade reader must simpler than 
the second grade reader was self-evident, 
but the method discovering proper gra- 
dients for books was not easily determined. 


Research readability has come also 
from leaders adult education and from 
librarians who tried find some means 
“putting the right book into the hands 
the right reader.” Since adult education 
often that relating man book 
—the book must fit the man any edu- 
cation take place. other words, 
the book must readable. 


hat Readable Book? 


But what mean readability 
readable book? Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary defines readable as: “legible,” 
“easy read because interesting pleas- 
ing,” “that permits admits reading.” 
Obviously, there much room here for 
confusion. Thus readability may refer 
legibility, interest, ease reading, 
some combination these. That confus- 
ion does exist can seen from the blanket 
statements book reviewers who very 
often state that the book being reviewed 
they refer its legi- 
bility, its possible interest and ease? And 


*Numbers parentheses refer references 
Bibliography, pp. 25-26. 

‘Members the faculty the College Edu- 
cation, Ohio State University. This the first 
Series five articles readability spon- 
sored the National Conference Research 
English. 


they refer the latter, can also ask 
for whom interesting easy? 
don’t all find the same books interesting 
and easy going. 


clear some the confusion and 
get some common referents for the no- 
tion readability, Gray and Leary asked 
groups librarians, publishers, and teach- 
ers what their opinion makes book 
readable. (5) They received hundreds 
descriptive statements but general these 
judges agreed that factors content were 
most important: factors style next, for- 
mat was third, and organization was last. 


Bernice Leary, subsequent sum- 
mary the findings this survey made 
these comments: 

these judges, then, you give reader 

theme that interests him, whether ser- 

ious trifling, whether concern people, 
travel, adventure, science, business, you 
have made strong attack upon the prob- 
lem readability. addition, you dis- 
cover what style expression best suited 
the reader’s needs and tastes, that is, 
the scope vocabulary and the kind 
sentences which reads easily, and the 
type approach that pleases him, you 
have the final solution the problem close 
hand. the opinion these judges the 
attractiveness the book, its mechanical 
set-up, and its general plan organization 

are matters minor importance. (7, 

280). 

The opinions adult readers librar- 
ies what makes book readable 
greed closely with those the librarians, 
teachers, and publishers. There was dif- 
ference, however, what was thought 
most important. The readers considered 
style expression most important, con- 
tent second. later survey the opinions 
high school students Ruth Strang 
also disclosed stylistic factors first 
importance. (11) 
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The findings Gray and Leary point 
least three broad aspects read- 
ability—the content subject matter and 
its interest and appeal the reader: the 
style expression which makes 
comprehensible and interesting him: 
the format and organization which make 
easy follow the logic the material 
with minimum effort. 


Typographical Aspects Readability. 

Research workers readability con- 
centrated their efforts within one an- 
other these broad aspects readability. 
The earliest research was connection 
with typography, which falls within the 
format category Gray and Leary. The 
research typography started with in- 
terest the relative legibility, from dis- 
tance, isolated letters different faces 
printing type. has since considered 
the problems legibility natural 
reading distance. Tinker and Paterson 
their book, What Makes Type Readable, 
define their concept readability fol- 
lows: “In general, have used the words 
legibility and readability interchangeably 
mean ‘ease and speed reading printed 
material natural reading distance.’” 


(9, xvii) 


Their criterion readability legi- 
bility has been the speed with which peo- 
ple can read printed matter. They have al- 
used readers’ judgments legibility 
criterion. Readers’ judgments coincided 
fairly well with the objective speed 
reading measures. However, later 
study, these investigators found very close 
agreement between judged legibility and 
judged “pleasingness.” (16) general, 
the researchers this aspect readability 
are pretty much agreement style 
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type, the spacing between lines, the length 
lines, the size type, the width 
margins, color paper, etc., which make 
for optimal speed and ease reading. 


Although these researchers have recog- 
nized the influence subject matter and 
expressional elements speed and ease 
reading, they have kept these factors 
constant while they studied only the typo- 
graphical variables.* 


Interest and Readability. 

From historical viewpoint, the next 
broad aspect readability receive at- 
tention was that content and its effect 
upon interest. Teachers and librarians have 
long compiled lists books for different 
age and grade levels. These lists were us- 
ually based upon the observed preferences 
children the particular age grade 
groups. 

The construction “interest” 
lists finally lead more detailed analy- 
sis the elements within the books that 
make for interest lack interest. Dunn 
(2) and Gates (4) and others contributed 
considerably our knowledge what 
makes certain books interesting unin- 
teresting children the primary grades. 
Zeller (14) did similar analysis for the 
junior high school level; Sterner (10) for 
the senior high school level; 
Munroe (6) and Waples and Tyler (13) 
for adults. 


These researchers answered some ques- 
tions the type subject matter, the 
themes, and the elements reading ma- 
terials that appeal different groups 
readers. For example, Gates found that 
such elements “surprise” (unexpected- 


comprehensive treatment typography and 
readability will follow subsequent article 
Dr. Harold Burtt. 


ness: unforseen events), (ac- 
tion, movement), 
tions things animals do) contribute 
positively young children’s interest. 
the other hand the element “moralness” 
decreases interest. (4, pp. 89-90) Zeller 
found the two factors “action,” and “hu- 
mor” exert the greatest influence the 
reading choices junior high school stu- 
dents. (14, 73) Sterner found recently 
that among high school students 
ture the favorite with adolescents, hu- 
mor close second, and the love theme 
very popular with high school girls. 
(10, 60) Waples and Tyler list 
the subjects that different groups adults 
prefer. (13) 


But interest appeal does not depend 
solely upon the subject matter and theme. 
depends also upon the format since the 
style and size type, the size the book, 
its illustrations, etc. have some effect 
upon the reader’s choice and enjoyment 
the book. Interest depends also upon the 
stylistic expressional elements the 
book. fact, one Gates’ factors in- 
terest was “difficulty.” (4, 90) other 
words, given book may lose its interest 
for young children even though has the 
elements “surprise,” “liveliness,” etc., 
the presentation has complicated sentence 
structure, abstract conceptions, and too 
great concentration ideas. 


That comprehensibility influences and 
often limits readers’ preferences and actual 
choice books has been pointed out 
other investigators, particularly Waples 
and Tyler. 


Readability and Style 
This leads our third aspect 
readability—factors style expression. 


N 


Workers this area sought answers 
such questions “What kind vocabu- 
lary, sentence structure and other expres- 
sional elements best suit the abilities 
particular groups readers?” For these 
workers the concept readability large- 
one comprehensibility. That is, 
book readable for particular group 
when comprehensible understand- 
able that group. The group may 
first grade class, 7th grade class gen- 
eral science, the reading public 
particular newspaper. 

The criterion readability the 
sense comprehensibility some mea- 
sure understanding what read. This 
has been determined several ways. 
Vogel and Washburne (12) used the av- 
erage reading ability children who had 
read and liked particular book the dif- 
ficulty index that book. Dale and Tyler 
(1), Gray and Leary (5), and others 
tested variety passages adult read- 
ers and assigned each passage the aver- 
age reading ability those adults who had 
succeeded answering correctly specific 
number questions each passage. 

After the index difficulty each 
passage determined, the internal ele- 
ments each passage (the vocabulary, 
sentence structure, etc.) are correlated 
with the criterion, determine which ones 
contribute ease difficulty. This proce- 
dure has resulted numerous “readability 
formulae” regression equations which 
can used predict the comprehensi- 
bility written material counting and 
weighting certain significant structural ele- 
ments the text. The prediction often 
given terms grade levels grade 
placements. For example, formula may 
“place” book the 6th grade. This 
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means that average grade readers 
should able read the book with ade- 
quate understanding. 


The concept readablitiy compre- 
hensibility has received the most emphasis 
recently. And usually, when the term read- 
ability used today, this particular 
concept which meant. must remem- 
ber, however, that the readability formulae 
which are based upon this concept read- 
ability not tell the entire story com- 
prehensibility. Most the formulae mea- 
sure comprehensibility some measure 
vocabulary load and sentence structure. 
Some use measure the relative number 
ideas and human interest. However, 
none them adequately account for con- 
ceptual difficulty, semantic variations 
commonly used words, 


Another obvious shortcoming view- 
ing readability comprehensibility alone 
the fact that the available measures 
comprehensibility not consider the ap- 
peal subject matter. common ob- 
servation among teachers and laymen that 
when there strong interest the sub- 
ject matter, more effort put forth and 
there greater amount understand- 
ing. Measures comprehensibility also 
neglect account for the format and or- 
ganization materials. Note how easily 
give reading passage which goes 
for page more with paragraph- 
ing. 

Comprehensive View Readability 

see, therefore, that although re- 
search workers readability have empha- 
sized one the three broad aspects 


subsequent article Dr. Irving Lorge 
the history and evaluation readability form- 
ulae. See also forthcoming article Dr. 
Dolch the use word lists predicting 
readability. 
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readability outlined above, these aspects 
are not mutually exclusive. They are all 
interrelated and have been separated only 
for purposes discovering the factors that 
result the “success” that people have 
with particular piece written material. 


the broadest sense, then, readability 
the sum total (including the interac- 
all those elements within given 
piece printed material that affects the 
success that group readers have with 
it. The success the extent which they 
understand it, read optimum speed, 
and find interesting. 


Now, success depends upon other 
things besides the printed material itself. 
depends upon the reader—his skill 
reading, his intelligence, his experience, 
his maturity, his interest and purpose 
reading. book that readable for 
skilled reader unreadable for one less 


skilled. 


can also have the situation where 
two readers may equally skilled read- 
ing judged standardized reading 
test, and yet book specialized sub- 
ject, such nuclear physics, may not 
equally readable for both. The one with 
more background information nuclear 
physics and with special interest 
will find the book more readable. six- 
teen year old farm boy might read 
pamphlet how raise potatoes with in- 
terest, ease, and understanding. equally 
able city boy might find the pamphlet 
hard and uninteresting. 

Readability also depends upon the 
kind and degree success that wish 
group readers have with the material. 
For example, are concerned only 
that book comprehensible for partic- 


ular grade, must still ask: How com- 
prenhensible should be? When se- 
lect book for the fourth grade, should 
comprehensible every child that 
grade? 


Obviously, then, shall have se- 
lect book that will below the ability 
almost all the children that grade. 
decide that should comprehensi- 
ble for the majority, then the book selected 
will more difficult than had 
chosen one comprehensible for all. 
short, then, measure comprehensi- 
bility relative one. The same can 
said interest. 

Summary 

have discussed the three chief in- 
teracting variables which affect the read- 
ability particular piece material. 
First, the book article itself—its format 
and organization; its subject matter and 
themes; its expressional elements such 
vocabulary, sentence structure, etc. Sec- 
ond, the reader—his general reading abil- 
ity, his interest and purpose reading, his 
general experience and specific experience 
along the lines the book reading. 
Third, the criterion used estimate read- 
terest, comprehension speed reading; 
and the methods used estimate these 
criteria. 

What the purpose all this? Why 
all the time and effort spent area 
research that has given only approxima- 
tions? The purpose, all scientific in- 
vestigation, prediction and control. Al- 
though have not achieved the tools 
whereby predict and control individ- 
ual’s success with particular book, 
have some tools, although still rough, 
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predict and control the success that cer- 
tain groups will have with particular 
books, articles, the basis in- 
terest, comprehension, and speed. 


For the school, this particularly im- 
portant all grades. Beginners reading 
must have success with their books. Diffi- 
cult, uninteresting, and unattractive books 
may have detrimental effect upon their 
learning read. result the work 
Gates and his students, the rate adding 
new words primers has greatly changed. 
The work Dunn and Gates children’s 
reading interests has also contributed 
the production books within the in- 
terests and needs young children. 


Once the child has mastered the basic 
skills reading and can use reading 
tool for learning specific subject matter, 
the importance having readable books 
equally great. Selecting readable books 
for class the upper elementary grades 
harder than selecting books for the low- 
grades. This because the wider 
range abilities within one particular 
class the scale. Within 6th 
grade class, for example, the reading abili- 
ties may range from the 3rd grade over 
grade. Besides this rather obvious dif- 
ference reading ability, there also 
increasing difference arising from experi- 
ence, interests, etc. Research readability 
has emphasized these differences and has 
contributed the accepted notion that 
more than one book used that all 
children can work within their abilities 
and interests. 


Readability research has contributed 
extensively adult education. First, has 
provided the techniques for the selection 


and preparation materials for literacy 
and citizenship classes. The same princi- 
ples controlled vocabulary, simple sen- 
tence structure, etc. have been used as- 
sure success learning read. 
The findings the studies adult read- 
ing interests have also been helpful pre- 
paring and selecting simple materials that 
will appeal the mature interests the 
readers. The findings will also have value 
those interested teaching English 
foreign language. 


Studies readability have also 
brought the attention educators and 
publishers the lack simply written books 
serious subjects that are interest 
adults with limited reading ability. fact, 
the work Bryson (15), the studies 
Gray and Leary, Dale and Tyler, and 
Flesch (3) were specifically undertaken 
determine how such materials can bet- 
ter written. 


often criticize the reading habits 
and tastes certain groups the adult 
population—the readers true story mag- 
azines, mystery magazines, and comic 
books. Yet, have failed provide 
abundance serious interesting, easy read- 
ing materials for them. 


Readability research influencing the 
style newspaper and magazine writing, 
and the publications government and 
educational agencies. Their early 
interest legibility and human interest 
has recently given way interest the 
comprehensibility their publications. 
Rudolf Flesch’s current work with the As- 
sociated Press shows the pervading influ- 
ence body research that began with 
problems selecting textbooks for chil- 
dren. 
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Strengths and Weaknesses Our 
Present Knowledge 


All the research and application the 
field readability has gained much pub- 
licity and acceptance. longer nec- 
essary explain exactly what mean 
readability when talking teachers and 
newspaper people. But, have all the 
answers? Have considered enough fac- 
tors when make statement that book 
more readable than book that 
newspaper the most readable the 
country? must admit that have not. 
But have made some inroads into the 
problem. For example, have some 
tested generalizations typography 
which results optimum speed and ease 
reading. 


the problem interest, are still 
subject the individual whims and tastes 
the reader. However, can profitably 
use the studies interests and these find- 
ings can give clue whether 
are least satisfying large proportion 
particular group readers. 


the problem comprehensibility, 
have made some strides. The numerous 
readability formulae help give rough 
approximation the difficulty piece 
material. Some these are very easy 
apply—and consist mechanical count- 
ing words, syllables, length sentences, 
prepositional phrases, etc. But because they 
are mechanical, they are usually taken 
infallible. The important factors con- 
ceptual difficulty, organization the ma- 
terial the logic, semantic variations 
words, etc. have been discussed widely 
the literature readability, but have not 
yet been incorporated any formula. 


date, there composite method 


that can used measure all aspects 
readability. must consider separately 
the aspects format and organization, 
content, expressional elements; and then 
particular book for particular group. 


Some day, though, may able 
say that given piece material read- 
able for particular group readers and 
have this statement encompass all the pos- 
sible factors that contribute its read- 
ability. the present time, however, 
can say only that readable the basis 
such and such criterion taking such 
and such factors into consideration. 
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person. And our conclusion was that 
time the children’s book reviewing field 
was broken down into smaller, specialized 
areas that the criticism children’s 
books might have the depth and signific- 
ance that the excellence their writing 
and publishing often deserves. 


hope that our own studies may 
step that direction. 
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PAULINE 


Teachers and supervisors reading 
the elementary school may interested 
some the experiences with 
reading programs the schools Ven- 
tura County, California, the years dur- 
ing and following World War IL. 


Pupil Needs 

Most California children learn read 
their own language fairly well early 
age. However, evidence can found that 
have not achieved the ultimate the 
teaching reading. Young children 
some schools are being forced into form- 
reading program when they show 
readiness for such instruction, and when 
attempt has been made train them 
readiness for reading. the other hand 
find children who show many signs 
reading readiness. They have great curio- 
sity about content, they love look 
through books, they try give the illu- 
sion reading making content 
with pictures, they ask what printed 
words say, they give rapt attention 
stories being read, their reaction vision 
tests indicates sufficient development the 
eyes. Yet some schools these children 
are carefully kept away from reading be- 
cause the reading program not supposed 
begin until after the middle the year. 
other schools these children, who show 
great curiosity about content, are kept 
the same page pre-primer working 
word mastery until content ceases have 
any meaning. 

Children can found who have been 
school several years and have never 


learned read. examination their 
school histories indicates that they went 
through the first grade without arriving 
state readiness and when they did ar- 
rive that state they were under the tute- 
lage second grade teacher who would 
not think giving any her children 
chance begin the beginning. She was 
employed teach second grade work and, 
the children her room could not 
handle it, was the fault the first grade 
teacher. 


Other children have moved often 
that they have never stayed one school 
long enough feel socially secure there, 
enjoy the feeling accomplishment. 
Still others lack the feeling security 
their home life that makes for well ad- 
justed personalities and keeps their minds 
clear for the learning process. 


few children can found who 
would rightly termed “remedial cases” 
for they have been exposed teaching 
which was sound, well prepared, and seem- 
ingly adjusted their needs but, for some 
reason, did not learn. But some our poor 
readers have never really had good 
chance learn read. 


Teaching Needs 


have many well trained, hard 
working, conscientious teachers who know 
how teach reading, and who study their 
children order suit instruction their 
particular needs. the other hand, 
Jeidy, now educational mission 
Japan, Curriculum Director Ventura 


County, California, where the war brought 
sudden great influx population. 


| 
4 
q 
| | 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 


have teachers who have completed train- 
ing courses college without having had 
method courses practice teaching 
reading. Others have returned teaching 
after twenty years out the profession. 
Still others finished their training twenty 
years ago and are doing their first teaching 
during the present emergency. few 
teachers gained their experience time 
and place where compulsory school attend- 
ance did not exist and where youngster 
was sent home did not progress fast 
enough justify the teacher’s efforts. 
These teachers are likely speak 
attempt adjust the school program 
the needs the children “lowering the 
standards.” can find still other teachers 
who have been successful teaching the 
same grade the same building for many 
years. During the past few years, because 
influx population their com- 
munities, these teachers have been con- 
fronted with children who have different 
home and school backgrounds and who did 
not react the same teaching the same 
way former classes had reacted. Such 
teacher, with such experience, likely 
not attribute the resulting confusion 
her methods but may blame the admini- 
stration, the children’s 
their parents, the children themselves. 
Because least little all the above 
exists California, feel the need 
rather closely supervised reading program. 


supervisory subtlety required 
bring the subject reading. Teachers 
have their minds, their hearts, their 
shoulder, depending the sort teach- 
ers persons they are. They are aware 
their responsibilities the public, the par- 
ents, the administration, and the teacher 
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next year terms achievement 
reading. 
The Point View 

begin our supervision reading 
trying help the teacher focus her 
sights her children. try relieve 
her the strain striving make the 
reading level each youngster her 
room correspond the label her door. 
help her, through standard and in- 
formal tests, discover the status read- 
each her children. Then assist 
her setting her goals terms the 
children’s needs. other words, want 
her set her goals terms progress 
rather than grade levels. the goals are 
terms grade levels, the brighter chil- 
dren the room are likely suffer neg- 
lect because the chances are that they could 
stand still, terms progress, for year 
and still pass pretty good test the close 
the term. help the teacher help the 
children understand their own reading 
situation without inferring too much credit 
for high achievement blame for low 
placement. The child’s ability, lack 
it, may due his native mental endow- 
ment and should not made feel 
personally responsible for either case. 
want child aware his status 
that can enjoy his own progress. 
try sell the teacher the idea reading 
readiness matter continuous growth 
and development, not just brief phase 
child goes through about the time 
loses his front teeth. want her think 
readiness partly accomplishment. 
child becomes proficient one stage 
reading and therefore ready for the next 
his own maturity. want him realize 
that because has mastered certain skills, 
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ready undertake new skills and ac- 
complishments. However, not want 
our teachers concerned about the 
mechanics reading that they lose sight 
the end purpose learning read. 
want our children gain experience, 
make literary friends, informed, 
mused, and spiritually moved the 
content they read. 


want our teachers realize how 
much child’s reading ability depends 
his whole life. addition his grade 
placement reading, want teacher 
know child has normal, wholesome 
home life, enough the right kind 
food, books read home, someone 
share his interests, friends school, 
health, emotional stability, and good hear- 
ing and vision. Teachers have been known 
change their attitudes toward child 
from contempt sympathy just being 
made aware his problems. 

Environment 


not necessary into detail here 
about the need attractive and stimu- 
lating environment. Everyone knows that 
such environment not only pleasant 
and liveable, but contains elements that 
arouse curiosity and drive children 
mental and physical activity. However, the 
fact may emphasized that attractive 
and stimulating environment just im- 
portant the middle and upper grades 
the primary grades the kindergarten. 
Some teachers have been trained arrange 
rooms properly and some seem instinc- 
tively organize their surrroundings into 
symphony colors and ideas, but for 
other teachers try several methods 
approach trying put over the idea 
school room environment which edu- 
cationally sound. Before the school year 


begins have workshops where demon- 
stration teaching done. The demon- 
stration rooms are arranged well 
know how stimulate the drives learn- 
ing the children. 


Before the beginning school, the 
supervisor helps the teacher plan her room 
arrangement and sometimes helps her 
arrange it. After school begins, some 
rooms not develop they should but 
remain static. that case the supervisor 
gives suggestions for changes does some 
changing herself. some cases she makes 
after-school Saturday appointment 
with the teacher and together they work 
over the room. Sometimes she takes the 
teacher see some well-arranged rooms. 
the supervisor feels that the teacher will 
resent suggestions for complete change, 
she tries alter the room little time. 
one trip she takes material for bulle- 
tin board; another she makes back- 
ground for flower arrangement; an- 
other time she arranges science corner, 
and until the teacher has had help 
with all phases room arrangement. 
all these changes the supervisor plans 
provide material that will move forward 
the educational program the room. Dur- 
ing the year, art supervisor may 
called help. She may conduct teacher 
meetings room arrangements. these 
meetings she teaches how combine 
colors, how arrange bulletin boards, 
how cut out certain patterns that give 
little dash room, how cut out 
letters, and she injects few well-chosen 
remarks about the dress and hair arrange- 
ment the teacher. 

Class Organization 


their first round visits the fall, 
the supervisors make their business 
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help the teacher organize their children 
into groups for reading instruction. 
some schools standard tests have been 
given the preceding spring and tentative 
groupings are made basis those 
test results. Those children who entered 
since the standard tests were administered, 
are given informal oral reading tests 
the supervisor the teacher. give 
this test the examiner takes all the books 
certain series and stacks them order 
with the easiest pre-primer top. The 
child reads page from the book top. 
reads that page with only slight 
errors given the next book the ser- 
ies and until misses two four 
words page. The book which 
misses two four words page indi- 
cates his grade placement reading. After 
the children’s reading levels have been de- 
termined with much accuracy pos- 
sible through the use permanent record 
cards, standard test results, and informal 
test results, the classes are organized into 
three groups possible. One hour about 
all the time teacher can have for reading 
and one hour she will have trouble 
giving fair time allotment any more 
than three groups. Too much can not 
said about keeping these groups flexible. 
Certain children will progress faster than 
others, that teacher will required 
modify her grouping now and then 
order keep pupils with similar abilities 
the same group. 
Selection Materials 

After the groups are organized, the 
supervisors help the teachers with the se- 
lection materials. There are many 
beautiful, interesting, scientifically pre- 
pared books now that the selection ma- 
terials not particularly difficult one ex- 


cept for the low ability group. Those chil- 
dren have probably already been exposed 
all the books available their reading 
level and will not thrilled seeing one 
again. And besides, they have seen younger 
and smaller children handle the book suc- 
cessfully. Therefore, for such child the 
sight the book contributes his feeling 
inadequacy and likely slide 
down his seat and say, that book. 
Don’t like Administrators have been 
most cooperative about buying brand 
new set books for such class. rec- 
ommend for such group the newest book 
the market provided interesting, 
has carefully controlled vocabulary, and 
Contrary popular opinion, have had 
complaints from our low groups when 
they are given these new books showing 
pictures children younger and smaller 
than themselves. About the only comment 
get is, “Oh goody, new 
want the books used the reading class 
read story his book sight, with 
only slight errors, like for him 
take the next book the series that 
will acquire new vocabulary and 
some new reading skills. But feel that 
the free reading provided room should 
present few difficulties. want 
child able enjoy what reads in- 
dependent the teacher’s help. 
In-service Training 

After have helped the teacher 
give tests and interpret from them the 
needs the children, after the more 
less homogenous groups have been ar- 
ranged and the teaching materials selected, 
all that remains done teach the 
teachers how teach reading. ap- 
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proach this problem several different 
ways. August, during our two weeks 
workshop, had three good local teach- 
ers demonstrate procedures reading— 
one the primary level, one the inter- 
mediate level, and one the upper level. 
The children those classrooms were or- 
ganized into three somewhat homogenous 
groups and the schedule mentioned above 
was put into effect during the reading 
hour. these classes attempted meet 
the needs the children without becom- 
ing too informal, that is, tried ad- 
here definite procedure because 
felt that teachers would better able 
carry away the procedures they were pre- 
sented organized fashion. During the 
discussion periods following the lessons, 
asked the teachers classify the pro- 
cedures seen motivation, preparation, 
silent reading, discussion, oral reading. 
With these demonstrations and discussions 
try put over condensed methods 
course reading. 


Because have great faith the 
demonstration technique teacher train- 
ing, other demonstrations reading teach- 
ing are done throughout the year. Occa- 
sionally supervisor, after testing, organ- 
ization, and selection materials done 
certain school certain area, feels 
the need some demonstration lessons. 
Administrators have assisted this pro- 
gram planning minimum days, movies, 
and play periods for youngsters that 
their teachers could attend the classes. 
These demonstrations have been done 
the supervisory force. are aware the 
pitfalls when supervisor does demon- 
Stration; fact, have fallen into some 
them, but general the results our 


classes are good. Our teachers sometimes 
say things which imply that had 
put into effect the thing suggest, 
would more careful what say. 
feel that our services are more acceptable 
teachers least occasionally show 
willingness some the dirty work. 
When give demonstration, dem- 
onstrate for hour, attempting keep 
the three groups busy with preparation, 
class work, and follow up. use the sug- 
gestions given the teacher’s manuals 
that with the books used the room. 
alter the suggestions only far 
necessary handling the three groups. 


Bulletin Reading Techniques 

put out bulletin the teaching 
reading, which find especially use- 
ful for teachers returning after years ab- 
sence from the teaching profession and for 
teachers from out the state. this bul- 
letin state our philosophy, give sugges- 
tions for organization children and se- 
lection materials and some type lessons 
different grade levels. also list 
phonetics taught different reader 
levels. When asked when and how 
teach them, urge the teachers con- 
sult the manuals that with their readers. 


For teacher who needs special help, 
visits good teachers are planned. The 
supervisor who works the visitor’s area 
plans with the supervisor the area 
the hostess. One supervisor teaches the 
visiting teacher’s room. The other super- 
visor stays the room with the visitor 
order lead her make proper inter- 
pretation what she sees. Supervisors 
have reported marked improvement after 
such visit the part teacher. 


addition the above the super- 
(Continued Page 34) 
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The Period 


TILLIE 


Dramatic activities the elementary 
school have much offer the develop- 
ment personality. The shy, the over- 
aggressive, and the well-adjusted profit 
from this class period. 


music, the child limited the 
quality voice and musical sensitivity; 
uses; physical education must per- 
fect technique; but the play-acting 
time, needs only himself and audi- 
ence. expresses only what his imagina- 
tion directs, unhampered reality. After 
selecting the character wishes be, 
be—a king, bear, door, even flower. 
free miimic action and sound. 
runs and climbs, growls, roars, laughs, 
cries. All this done atmosphere 
acceptance and approval. 


The value the dramatic activity per- 
iod lost the teacher does not enter into 
its spirit. The attitudes and standards 
which are part reading and arithmetic 
must altered. Good order and conduct 
are always applicable, but the spirit 
which the period conducted free from 
the drudgery number, rules English, 
and word-meanings. The teacher must re- 
lease himself from the vision glamorous 
productions, and must not imagine that 
has future actors his class. Above all, 
must shed ideas perfection. The 
teacher must alert the need the 
child, and possess interest and desire 
help him grow into well-adjusted human 
being. Technical needs such good Eng- 


lish, clear and correct speech, movement, 
need not forgotten, but they should not 
obstruct the goal happy, adequate 
child. Stress perfection will make the 
shy child withdraw even more and will 
cause the frustrated one rebel. 


Children this period should not 
divided according mental ability. They 
should assigned groups that need 
encouraged, that need learn greater 
self-control, and that are already able 
handle themselves adequately. None 
these children are denied the right 
having share the class-activities. 
The noisy child comes immediately the 
teacher’s attention. knows the story, 


how the bear would say and how 


would move; the shy one sits quietly 
his seat, says, whispered voice, 
and glad have somebody else 
front. The child midway between these 
two offers suggestions and able because 
his understanding raise the standard 
the class well his own interpreta- 
tion. The most important needs the 
class are cooperation, self-control, and 
patience. hard for children acquire 
these, adopt these qualities, there 
such good play about the little tailor, 
who fools the giants, about the fox who 
grabs the mouse and the little red hen. 
wait for one’s turn takes great-self-control, 
especially the actor front leaves out 
some part that very important; but 
the child knows that his turn will come 
helps great deal. 


teacher the schools Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE PLAY-ACTING PERIOD 


The shy child very happy see 
somebody else perform. often the 
child who shines spelling some other 
basic subject. Funny, silly, aggressive 
action not within his ken. Such child 
allow choose the character wishes 
play, and try find something praise- 
worthy his action. course, may 
not want the leading part, but may 
minor character where can repeat the 
words his leader and thus feel adequate 
and assured his acting. have found 
that such child will sit and watch for 
weeks, before will volunteer take 
part play. Sometimes gets the 
stage, and stands dumb, struck fear and 
inhibition. cannot utter word. the 
teacher uses that minute encourage, 
help, has turned failure into success. 
first, such child will speak shy and 
inaudible voice, but with practice and 
praise improves, provided not 
hurried, bullied. Poise and self-assur- 
ance must developed the child. Lack 
these qualities problem not only 
youth but even adulthood. 

Among the shy children was Frank. 
and blushed when offered opportunity. 
Knowing that was good reader of- 
fered him chance read radio-play. 
read his part willingly, because did 
not need look continually those ter- 
rifying faces front. Next was asked 
could recuperate from the effect saying 
few words. knew his heart beat fast and 
that his knees shook, but did his job 
adequately. Now, year later, will 
ready become actor, without wearing 
that embarrassed smile. 

Barbara, the second grade, was 


afraid taking part play that she 
would crawl under her desk, she thought 
was her turn act front her class. 
suggested that she hold release cur- 
tain the play which gave our 
room. did not require talking. Gradual- 
she was given other duties, and now, 
after year’s time, she willing take 
minor parts. Some day she will lead- 
ing lady. 

contrast the quiet and shy child 
the one who loud and demanding. 
long can heard and seen the 
stage happy. Once watched such 
child, who had wait his turn, sit his 
seat, and play the whole story with silent 
gestures, mouthing each speech. Another 
child, who heard the story the hero 
who killed the giant, thumped his chest 
and whispered, did that.” Such chil- 
dren are afraid only one thing—not 
noticed. They are ready unruly 
and selfish not taught correct and 
helpful attitude. Often, they have difficul- 
ties reading spelling arithmetic. 
James, Richard, and Edward were typical 
that group. These three were source 
trouble any classroom where reading 
was required. But they certainly shone 
the play-acting class. James, who could not 
read well, used excellent English, and 
when the stage, took command. re- 
member Richard, who held the auditorium 
audience played Jack the Giant Kill- 
bare stage. there were not 
nough actors the stage, changed his 
voice, groaned and moaned and swung 
his invisible sword with such good effect 
that all shrank back when lunged 
forward. Eugene was another such boy. 
Teachers complained that could not 
remember two consecutive directions, yet 
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remembered the part Santa after 
studying one night. What persuasion 
used his parents teach him the part, 
not know. But knew the next 
day. 

The average child, well-adjusted, 
poised, calm, needs the attention the 
teacher also. must not denied the 
glory being the hero the clown. 
must made feel accepted and needed. 
Such children take directions, remember 
them, and execute them very ably. Such 
children give new slant scene, new 
ideas. Present problem them and they 
will solve better than anybody else, in- 
cluding the teacher. From previous experi- 
ences, they use the elements which help 
them other situations. The rest the 
children recognize that and accept their 
leadership. They say, “If you will let me, 
will get the scenery ready today.” They 


don’t forget promises, but take responsibili- 
ty, much any adult would. Most import- 
ant all, they accept directions, and 
strive perfect their speeches and their 
actions. Where the shy child will 
afraid that cannot think, the boister- 
ous one sure that cannot improve 
himself, the middle the group child 
will take suggestions and use them great 
advantage. 


very apparent that the period of- 
fers much the individual child the 
teacher will set the pattern. has 
rules, course study follow. Yet his 
great opportunity lead child from 
insecurity, fear, hate, and anger into the 
haven peace, self-assurance, and faith. 
can help the child free himself from 
the shackles bitterness and grow into 
sane adulthood. More than that can not 
demanded from any class-period. 


IMPROVING THE READING PROGRAM 


(Continued from Page 31) 


visors make regular visits the teachers, 
observe their teaching and help them 
evaluate their own progress teaching 
techniques and their pupils’ progress 
reading. 

During the past two three years 
double and triple sessions are becoming 
less prevalent and class size becoming 
smaller because additional school build- 
ings. The number emergency teachers 
(teachers who are given temporary cre- 
dentials teach without having completed 


training for regular small- 
each year. Population becoming more 
stabilized. Perhaps these conditions are 
least partly responsible for the fact that 
standard test results 1947-1948 show 
improvement average reading ability. 
However, the time will probably never 
come when well planned instruction, re- 
search into methods, and careful child 
study will not needed the field the 
teaching reading. 
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Tell About Today 


ROBERTA 


“Where have you been?” says little brother 
Whenever been away. 

The places and towns, 

The things and the people 

From ground steeple 


where have been all day. 


paint them with adjectives: funny glad, 
Some new and some old, 
Silver and gold, 
Red, blue, and green, 
all that I’ve seen all day. 


“What did you do?” Says little brother 
Whenever I’ve been away. 
verbs rush out:— 
They dance and they shout. 
They work and they tug. 
They chuckle and chug. 
They hop, skip, 
he’ll share the fun 
all that I’ve done all day. 


*Mrs. Roberts’ poems have appeared more than one hundred publications, 
including the Saturday Review Literature and other leading magazines. 


Look and Listen 


Edited LILLIAN 


Radio and Television 

One opproach the development criti- 
cal listening habits is, course, family listen- 
ing. With this mind, radio chairmen 
groups, through the Illinois Congress 
Parents and Teachers, their state organiza- 
tion, have requested recommended radio list- 
ings from local radio stations. Sample listings 
may prove helpful basis for such ap- 
proach radio listening other communities. 
Since these are network stations, consult your 
local station newspaper for the outlet your 
own area. 

“Among the many ABC programs provid- 
ing fine listening fare for every member the 
family, can recommend the following 
‘best bets’ satisfy the most discriminating 
tastes listeners. Each outstanding its 
own field whether education, in- 
struction, fine music, all-around entertain- 
ment. 

SUNDAY CDT 
12:30- 1:30 Amateur Hour 
1:30- 2:00 Mr. President 
5:30- 6:00 Greatest Story Ever Told 
8:30- 9:00 Theatre Guild the Air 
11:30-12:00 The Fine Arts Quartet 


MONDAY 
7:00- 8:00 The Railroad Hour 


TUESDAY 
7:30-- 8:30 America’s Town meeting 
9:30 Chamber Music Hour 
WEDNESDAY 
7:00- 8:00 Original Amateur Hour 
9:00- 9:30 Bing Crosby 
THURSDAY 
8:00- 8:30 Child’s World 


ing the Chicago Teachers College, and 
member the Council’s Committee Radio. 


MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
8:00- 9:00 Breakfast Club 
2:00- 2:30 Ladies Seated 


WGN-WGNB (MUTUAL BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM) PROGRAMS THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST 
SUNDAY 
10:30-11:00 A.M. Northwestern Re- 
viewing Stand. 
panel discussion 
questions national 
interest and signific- 
ance, which offers au- 
thoritative opinions 
economic, political 
and social problems. 
2:00- Juvenile Jury 

panel five chil- 
dren, whose ages 
range from five and 
half eleven, give 
their views prob- 
lems that children 
their own ages meet 
their relationships 
with other youngsters 
and adults their 
daily lives. 
Juvenile Jury placed 
first among children’s 
programs the 2nd 
Annual Radio Awards 
selected the Ameri- 
can Schools and Col- 
leges Association and 
was chosen out- 
standing children’s 
program the 16th 
Annual Poll Radio 
Editors, conducted 
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6:30- 7:00 P.M. 


8:00- 8:30P. 


LOOK AND LISTEN 


billboard magazine. 
Juvenile Jury now 
feature both Uni- 
versal Movie shorts 
and television. 


Behind the Front Page 
Gabriel Heatter con- 
ducts weekly half- 
hour series reminding 
the listener the de- 
termination and in- 
genuity inherent 
the American tradi- 
tion. Mr. Heatter sa- 
lutes outstanding 
newspaper each week 
and tells the reasons 
why outstanding. 


Family Theatre 

Social and spiritual 
problems form the 
basis for the plots 
this dramatic series, 
developed through the 
cooperation lead- 
ing actors, writers, di- 
rectors and executives 
the motion picture 
and radio industries. 
Family Theater was 
warded first place 
the 1948 Institute for 
Education Radio 
for superior presen- 
tation social and 
spiritual problems 
the 
theme that “the fam- 
ily that prays together 
stays together.” 


This informative chil- 
dren’s program fea- 


8:15 8:30P. 


tures John Griggs 
dramatic narrative 
stories some the 
best classics for young 
people. Among the 
famous novels and 
stories dramatically 
presented are: Jules 
Journey the 
Center the Earth, 
Swiss Family Robin- 
son, Dickens’ Great 
Expectations, Saba- 
Captain Blood, 
The Last Days 
Pompeu, and Uncle 
Cabin. (Net- 
work sustaining pro- 


MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
6:15- 6:30P. The Passing Parade 


Human interest stor- 
ies related the fam- 
ous story-teller, John 
Nesbitt, his own 
collection the 
strange, the unusual 
and the dramatic. The 
Passing Parade al- 
shorts, having won 
four Academy 
wards. 


Mutual Newsreel 

swift-moving pan- 
orama the day’s 
news, drama, humor, 
and controversy told 
the people whose 
voices you hear mak- 
ing the news from 
where happens. 
This program consti- 
tutes supplement 
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9:00- 9:30P. 
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spot newscasts the 
manner seeing 
newsreel after reading 
the daily paper. Over- 
seas and domestic cor- 
respondents work 
with specially as- 
signed radio news 
gatherers this 
country securing—by 
means special lines, 
wire and tape record- 
ers and international 
short-wave hook-ups 
—the items brought 
life this series. 


Fishing and Hunting 
Club the Air 
Dedicated the great 
out-of-doors and 
the conservation and 
propagation Amer- 
ica’s vast wild-life and 
natural resources, this 
program conducted 
moderator Bill Slat- 
and sports experts. 
Dave Newell, roving 
editor Sports 
field magazines, and 
Jim Hurley, outdoor 
editor the New 
York Daily Mirror. 
Voices Strings 
popular tunes pre- 
sented the fifteen 
stringed instruments 
under the direction 
Robert Trendler fea- 
tures the voice 
guest soloists Don 
Moreland Skip 
Farrell. 


TUESDAY 


9:30- 


FRIDAY 
7:00- 7:30P. 


This popular vocal 
and instrumental 
group directed 
Walter Steindel pre- 
sents weekly musical 
programs with well- 
known Chicago vocal 
stars. Included its 
repertoire are show 
tunes, modern ballads, 
and selections from 
operas and operettas. 
The Northerners 
oldest con- 
tinuously sponsored 
radio program and 
now its eighteenth 
year broadcasting. 
Enchanted Hour 
Henry Weber con- 
ducts the WGN con- 
cert orchestra these 
weekly programs 
light classical music, 
featuring the “cinder- 
ella singer” Nancy 
Carr. The Enchanted 
Hour designed 
satisfy the discerning 
tastes vast audi- 
ence. 


Great Scenes from 
Great Plays 

Immortal master- 
pieces written the 
greatest writers and 
playwrights all 
time are recreated 
weekly dramatic 
program recently in- 
troduced. Walter 


Hampden, veteran 
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stage actor, opened 
the series, starring 
Cyrano 
role played more 
than 1,000 times 
the legitimate stage. 
Mr. Hampden then 
became the perma- 
nent host for later 
dramatizations 
Dickens’ classic, 
Tale Two Cities, 
starring Brian Ahern. 
Basil Rathbone and 
Beatrice Straight co- 
starred The Bar- 
retts Wimpole 
Street, with other 
scheduled plays in- 
clude The Corn 
Green with Jane 
Cowl, Borrowed 
Time, with Boris Kar- 
loff and Henry Fonda 
The Light That 
Failed. Sponsor: Na- 
tional Council the 
Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

Meet the Press 

“press conference 
the air” which four 
reporters from the na- 
tion’s leading news- 
papers question the 
most prominent per- 
son the news that 
week. punches are 
pulled—the person- 
ality interviewed 
asked explain 
justify his position 
and statements 
subjects national 


interest. Off-the-re- 
cord material often 


revealed. 
SATURDAY 
the 


its ninth season, 
Chicago Theater 
the Air features full 
hour the world’s 
greatest operas (pre- 
sented English) 
and light operas 
dapted for radio and 
presented 
star Cast, operat- 
singers and 
chorus over one 
The orchestra con- 
ducted Henry 
Weber. During this 
season, the repertoir 
the Chicago Thea- 
ter the includes 
Vagabond King, 
Trovatore, Merry 
Widow, Martha, Mag- 
Flute, Manon, and 
Hansel and Gretel. 


The National Broadcasting Company, whose 
programs were recommended previously this 
column, refers its monthly bulletins, the 
Dial and Programs the Public Interest. These 
may obtained consulting your local NBC 
outlet and requesting them place your name 
their mailing list. 


The Columbia Broadcasting System reports 
that Mr. Robert Hudson, Director Education 
for the Columbia Broadcasting System, pre- 
paring elaborate new edition CBS Listen- 
Guide. This will include information con- 
cerning the programs, You Are There, Tell 
Again, Doorway Life (which re- 


‘ 
| 
| 


placed adult psychology show called 
suit Happiness, Memo from Lake Success, 
The New York Philharmonic Symphony, and 
special documentary unit shows. you are in- 
trested receiving copies the 
Guide, write your local CBS station and ask 
have your name placed the mailing list. 


The November issue the aer journal con- 
tains extremely interesting article entitled, 
“The Louisville Experiment Education 
Radio,” Woodrow Strickler. Briefly, the 
plan the development college-by-radio 
program which will provide home-study courses 
built around network-produced programs. Sup- 
plementary guidance broadcasts are given over 
local affiliate and university stations actual 
campus Classes studying the same course. stu- 
dents wish earn college credits enrolling 
these courses, they are charged tuition fee; 
they are not interested credit, they are 
supplied all study materials without charge. 
Over five hundred students enrolled the two 
radio courses offered this past summer with 
bout five per cent enrolling for credit. The Uni- 
versity Louisville now looking forward 
opportunity for greater progress mass edu- 
cation through the medium television. 


interesting development “video re- 
cording” has been announced ABC. The new 
method employs the single system (simultane- 
ous recording both picture and sound) 
film directly from the tube television 
receiver instead recording both audio and 
video separately. Such off-the-tube “video re- 
cordings” can made available for television 
network purposes within one hour from the 
time they are first filmed. 

The radio-television office the Philadel- 
phia Public Schools has announced weekly 
series television shows: 


Monday 5:15 5:30 WFIL-TV Here’s How 
Featuring pupils work model -air- 
planes, furniture, clothing, machinery, toys, 
decorations, etc. 
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Tuesday 5:00 5:15 WPTZ Young Philadel- 
phia Presents 
Featuring any variety phases school 
activities 
Tuesday 5:15 5:30 Teleland Ex- 


press 


Radioland Express reproduced for television 

ednesday 5:15 WFIL-TV The 
Rewritten version the radio program 
the same name. 


Thursday 5:15 5:30 WFIL-TV Happy Land- 
ings 
This World Tour theme, each program 
featuring different country, spotlighting 
songs, dances, costumes, bit the lan- 
guage art, Customs, games. 


Friday 6:00 6:15 WCAU-TV Formula for 
Champions 
Demonstrating the schools’ programs for 
building good health, physical fitness, good 
posture. Outstanding athletes will guests. 


Films 

Happening Hollywood lists films 
selected the National Film Board Canada 
for all those who would like know Canada 
better. The two most practical sources are the 
two offices the National Film Board 
Canada: 400 Madison Street, Chicago 
linois; 620 Fifth Avenue, New York 20, New 
York. 


City Sings. April comes the prairie city 
Winnipeg and brings with great event— 
the Manitoba Musical Festival. 15,000 boys and 
girls sing and play instruments with the same 
enthusiasm they play baseball. The climax 
the festival the final concert with program 
including Beethoven and Gilbert and Sullivan, 
and Sweet Rosie Morning” performed 
choir freckle-faced boys. 


Electricity (Color) Lightning, and the light 
that comes with switch! Andrew, anxious 
know how men have tamed this great force, 
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follows the community supply its source 
the dam up-river. Visiting the power house 
learns how the force falling water con- 
verted into electricity and, carried pylons 
the local transformer, lifts vast load physi- 
cal labor from the citizens modern com- 
munity. 


Eskimo Summer (Color) The film begins with 
animated map the Canadian north show- 
ing the home the Eastern Arctic Eskimo. 
the short Arctic summer they set camps, and 
fish and hunt for food and clothing for next 
winter. spite their bleak land and their 
struggle for existence, they are cheerful people 
who know how work together. 


The Feeling Hostility. Case history Clare, 
outwardly successful but inwardly incom- 
plete personality. The causes her feeling 
resentment toward others and the resulting fail- 
ure personal relationships are traced from 
early childhood, through unhappy school life, 
and intellectually satisfactory but emotional- 
frustrating college carreer, until see her 
responsible editorial job, her hostility di- 
rected into constructive effort. 


The Feeling Rejection. Case history Mar- 
garet, 23-year-old girl who has physical dis- 
orders with physical causes. psychiatrist, 
probing her past, shows her the root her 
troubles—childhood overprotection and dis- 
couragement her efforts express herself, 
resulting crippling fear failure. When 
Margaret understands her problem she begins 
handle it, starting new and healthier habits 
behavior. 


Fiddle-De-Dee (Color). film fantasy danc- 
ing music and dancing color. “Listen the 
Mocking Bird” the rippling violin, brilliant 
patterns flow, flicker The artist, 
painting film, translates sound into sight 
the colors follow and interpret every varying 
nuance the tune. 


Fur Country (Color). The historic post 
Moose Factory James Bay still center 
Canada’s fur trade. George, Indian trapper, 
goes out visit his trap-lines. bitter cold 
traps mink and beaver, skilfully skinning the 
animals and drying the rich pelts. Back the 
post sells his furs the trader. 


Know Your Baby (Color). Simple rules, pati- 
ence and common sense mean the difference be- 
tween contented baby and irritable young 
tyrant. The film also shows that proper clothing, 
bedding, bathing and food are primary neces- 
sities, and that they also have psychological as- 
pects. 


Summer Quebec Farm (Color). Alexis 
Tremblay and his family are typical habitants 
300-year-old farm sloping down the St. 
Lawrence River. Through the warm summer, 
the Tremblays are busy with work the 
farm. When harvest time comes, relatives from 
the village help Alexis the fields. 


Vegetable Insects (Color). The saboteurs the 
vegetable garden revealed their fantastic 
forms and colors, preying crops and some- 
times one another. Entomologists utilize 
their knowledge the life cycles and feeding 
habits these food raiders reinforce natural 
controls and safeguard the crops. 


Water. Clouds mean different things differ- 
ent people, but the water supplies which they re- 
plenish mean life all creatures. Today’s big 
cities have complex arteries water mains 
make sure everyone supplied. And, because 
water can kill well give life, scientists keep 
constant check water supplies, ensuring that 
all use pure. 


Winter Quebec Farm (Color). Alexis 
Tremblay and his family are busy their 
St. Lawrence Valley farm winter they are 
summer. Marie weaves five feet bright 
new cloth day; Alexis hauls fuel from his 
woodlot the mountains. New Year brings 
old-time party—and three foot fall snow. 
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Encyclopaedia Britannica Films’ 270 page 
correlation, linking nearly 300 widely used 
American textbooks with equal number 
EBF classroom sound films, ready for general 
distribution, was announced recently. The cor- 
relation provides teachers with the first far- 
reaching index instructional motion pictures 
integrated with textbooks. 


The correlation divided into three parts 
which include the three major branches the 
school curriculum and cover grades from pri- 
mary levels high school. The sections are: 


Section Primary Readers 


Section II. Biology, Chemistry, General 
Science, Health, and Physics 


Section III. History, Geography, and Prob- 
lems American Democracy 
Since new texts will adopted and new films 
will released, the correlation has been de- 
signed open and continuous project and 
the 270 printed pages will punched for in- 
sertion three ring binder that the cor- 
relation can kept date. 


The cost price the correlation volume 
$2.50. may obtained from any EBF re- 
presentative writing directly Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica Films, Wilmette, Illinois. 


Three Fox Fables, new ten-minute 16mm 
sound motion picture has been produced 
Encyclopaedia Britannica Films bring life 
the immortal stories Aesop. Based the 
3,000 year-old fables the Greek slave and his 
French interpreter, Fontaine, the Fox 
shown his encounters with crow and piece 
cheese, stork, and the proverbial bunch 
grapes. 


Three Fox Fables 16mm black and 
white sound film, produced principally for use 
the elementary grades. Like “The Hare and 
the Tortoise,” also film for adults. 


obtainable for purchase $45. print from 
Enclopaedia Britannica Films, Inc., Wilmette, 
Illinois. may rented from most film librar- 
ies from Film’s five preview and rental 
libraries. 


General 


The Iroquois Time Line and Date Chart 
John Van Duyn Southworth, Iroquois 
Publishing Company, Inc., Syracuse, New York. 
$2.50. 


This chart illustrated and printed 
brilliant colors durable stock. consists 
two parts: the time line and the chart key 
dates. The entire time line built con- 
sistent time-and-distance scale, with each inch 
representing years. The 6500 years covered 
the line extend for 130 inches, feet, 
inches. The listing sixty outstanding key 
dates comprises the date chart. 


Rand McNally Company, 111 Eighth 
Avenue, New York 11, New York presents 
interesting map and globe program based upon 
the study many successful courses study 
throughout the United States. 


excellent booklet the interpretation 
maps, Seeing Our World through Maps, 
Edith Putnam Parker, associate professor the 
teaching geography, University Chicago, 
may obtained from Weber Costello Com- 
pany, Chicago Heights, Illinois. Emphasis 
placed throughout this work the fact that 
mere recognition symbols maps and 
globes not enough. They must interpreted 
and students must trained look through 
the symbols visual image real features 
their correct arrangement. Only this way can 
student achieve the ability read the story 
told map. “Geographers employ 
highly condensed map language 
has learned like any other language.” 
(Isaiah Bowman). 
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The Educational Scene 


Experiences from real-life lessons group 
living are being provided sixth graders San 
Diego, California the educational program 
carried the first publicly supported school- 
camp the United States. Natural history, arts 
and crafts, arithmetic, meal planning and pre- 
paration, and social living are taught beau- 
tiful natural setting, with the mountain slopes 
for classrooms this adventure democratic 
living. How and why the children camping 
schooltime told graphically words and 
pictures The Guyamaca Story, published 
the San Diego City- County Camp Commission. 
Copies may obtained for cents each from 
the San Diego City-County Camp Commission, 
Civic Center San Diego, California. 


Three aims foremost the selection 
supplementary materials for classroom use are 
listed the editor Scholastic Magazine as: 
First, seek beyond the confines your own 
subject. Second, select your teaching aids with 
thought the emotional impact. Third, re- 
member that every classroom stage. The 
most successful teachers bring that stage the 
deftness and trappings expert showmanship. 
The October 13, Teacher Edition Senior 
Scholastic, featuring the “ABC’s Where 
Find lists numerous sources educational 
materials available for many subject field and 
problem areas which will helpful ele- 
mentary well senior high school teachers. 
This guide includes films, records, books, 
pamphlets, poster and charts available from in- 


dustrial, educational, and governmental agenc- 
ies. 


Collins Magazines for Boys and Girls, edited 
London and printed Canada, now being 
published effort present children’s 
magazine that will equal quality with the 
best adult magazines. Each issue features part 


illustrated serial, short stories for every- 
one, articles, how make and things, books 
consulted and read, puzzles, letters, verse, 
intelligent cartoons, and illustrations. de- 
signed for the reader who eight years old and 
up. Mrs. May Lamberton Becker, member 
the American advisory committee, recommends 
approaching the high standard set 
St. Nicholas Magazine. Single numbers are 
cents. year’s subscription $4.50, and may 
placed with Wm. Collins Sons Company, 
Ltd., 425 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, 


Your favorite quotations, familiar and un- 
familiar, old and new, from any source, are re- 
quested for the dictionary quotations now be- 
ing compiled Doubleday Company. you 
wish collaborate the collection these 
quotations, send your favorites Wallace 
Brockway, Doubleday Company, 
West 49th Street, New York 20, New York. 


Two releases the Department State 
briefly survey the United Nations activities 
date. The United Nations Three Years 
chievement, publication 3255, presents sum- 
mary political and security accomplishments, 
economic and social accomplishments, and 
view the United Nations medium for 
world cooperation. This pamphlet and 
the Peace, Foreign Affairs Outlines, No. and 
Department State publication 3238, may 
obtained from the office Public Affairs, De- 
partment State, Washington, 


Understand Your Child from 12, 
Clara Lambert, Pamphlet No. 144 the 
series popular, factual, twenty-cent pamph- 
lets issued the Public Affairs Committee, 
Inc. Mrs. Lambert calls these years “the for- 
gotten years childhood” and gives sugges- 
tions for long-time guidance dealing with 
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children this difficult phase growth when 
they seem “not lovable they were three 
not exciting they are adolescence.” She 
has included the pamphlet series sketches 
about each year from six twelve. These are 
not sketches problem children, but the prob- 
lems children they grow. This pamphlet 
and others the “Family Life” series are is- 
sued the Public Affairs Committee Inc., 
East 38th Street New York 16, 


Exploring First Grade Curriculum, 
port cooperative project undertaken 
three Harlem schools, was prepared com- 
mittee the Division Instructional Research 
and the Division Tests and Measurements 
under the direction Eugene Nifenecker. 
The purpose the report present the 
problems the three schools, the attempts that 
were made meet them and the results achiev- 
ed. Publication No. the Board 
Education the City New York, 110 Living- 
ston Street, Brooklyn New York, and sells 
for cents. 


About People, color comic strip published 
the Anti-Defamation League and prepared 
cooperation with the Bureau for Intercult- 
ural Education, based the juvenile, 
About Eva Knox Evans. The book and 
the comic strip, both which deal with the 
origin people, their habits and customs, and 
why they are different, are designed give 
appreciation and understanding people 
different race, creed and national origin. 
Visual Aids for Democracy, which lists these 
and other books, records, films and pamphlet 
material for intergroup education, was pre- 
pared the League and may obtained 
writing Mayer Singerman, Publications and 
Motion Picture Department, Anti-Defamation 
League, 327 LaSalle Street, Chicago 


The American Education Fellowship and 
the Anti-Defamation League are co-sponsoring 


number the Freedom Pamphlet Series 
prepared key educators throughout the 
country deal with social problems affecting 
every area human relations. The Responsi- 
bility Ours Mrs. Bonaro Overstreet 
ready for distribution. Advance orders are being 
taken for Danger Discord, Oscar and 
Mary Handlin; ABC’s Scapegoating, Dr. 
Gordon Allport; and Modern Education and 
Better Human Relations, Dr. William 
Kilpatrick. Single copies Freedom Pamphlets 
cost cents. For orders 100 more, there 
are reduced rates. Order from the Anti-De- 
famation League, Program Division, 212 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, 


Reprints two recent studies dealing with 
reading problems are being released The 
Reading Clinic, Department Psychology, 
Temple University, Philadelphia 22, Pa. 
ing: Differentiated Instruction”, Emmet 
Betts, from the Fall, 1948 issue Digest, 
considers types and ranges differences 
reading ability and analyzes types reading 
problems and the differences the learning 
conditions. “Remedial and Corrective Reading: 
Content Area Approach,” also Betts, from 
Education, June, 1948, reviews the findings 
research, the reading needs different curricu- 
lum areas, and types reading problems with 
their symptoms and causes. This reprint costs 
cents copy. Both contain bibliographies 
current literature the problem and are avail- 
able from the Reading Clinic. 


Another extensive project that attempts 
use the psychology the cartoon the pro- 
motion learning the production It’s Fun 
Stay Alive, which about dozen the 
nation’s famous artists have given time and 
talent and have lent their original comic charac- 
ters meet juvenile resistance conventional 
types safety literature. The National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association originated the idea 
using Dixie Dugan, Bruce Gentry, and Tim 
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THE EDUCATIONAL SCENE 


Tyler the promotion the safety project. 
The automobile dealers America are pro- 
viding for free distribution several million 
copies the children and adults. 
Members the association will aid with the 
distribution. 


George Kyte, University California, 
reports the September Educational 
Research study determine when spelling has 
been mastered the elementary school. From 
data collected pupils who had some time 
been excused from spelling because skill 
that subject, has drawn three general con- 
clusions: 


Some elementary school pupils with very 
high accomplishments spelling may ex- 
cused from instruction the subject with assur- 
ance that they will continue improve their 
spelling skill. Factors may affect some chil- 
dren this type which will lead the need for 
giving them further instruction spelling even 
though they may continue superior spell- 
ers. all cases, children excused from spell- 
ing instruction should given tests intervals 
order ascertain whether not they are 
continuing develop spelling sufficiently 
warrant omission from instruction that 
subject. 


Seven rules aid stutterers are suggested 
Francis Griffith, speech therapist the New 
Utrecht High School, Brooklyn, Y., 
article the October issue Hygeia. Stutter- 
motional inadequacy and not indication 
low intelligence, says, making the follow- 
ing suggestions teachers and parents. Don’t 


believe that your child will “grow out of” his 
speech defect. Take the child reputable 
speech clinician and let him decide when speech 
retraining should begin. Many colleges and uni- 
versities maintain speech clinics where diagnosis 
and treatment are provided free. you can 
write your state department education for 
the name and location the speech clinic near- 
est your home. Let him use either his right 
left hand, whichever the more natural. 
Don’t try supply words for him and not 
discuss stuttering his presence. See that 
gets plenty wholesome food and sufficient 
exercise and rest. Remediable physical handi- 
caps should receive proper medical attention. 
Maintain atmosphere ease and relax- 
ation home. Encourage him when you can, 
not mimic his speech, and treat him nor- 
mal person all times. Encourage him 
participate group activities with children 
his own age and both sexes. Beware schools 
that offer guarantees cure stuttering few 
months. Any school that offers such “guar- 
antee” quack institution capitalizing 
human suffering. The best speech clinics the 
United States are free. 


Here are the Junior Literary Guild selections 
for the month January, 1949: for boys and 
girls and years age, Nils, written and 
illustrated Ingri and Edgar Parin 
Doubleday Co., $2.50; for boys and girls 
10, and years age, Gold for the Grahams, 
Alice Cook Fuller. Julian Messner, Inc., 
$2.50 for older girls, years age, 
Snow Dog, Jim Kjelgaard, Holiday House, 
$2.50; for older boys years age, 
Pass That Puck!, Richard Flood. Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co., $2.50. 
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and 


|The brief reviews this issue were written 
Frances Whitehead, Dorothy Hinmon, 
Kathryn Hodapp, Celia Stendler, Ivah 
Green, and Margaret Hampel. Unsigned anno- 
tations are the Editor. 


For the Teacher 


Build Together. Guide Negro 
Life and Literture for Elementary and High 
School use. Charlemae Rollins. Prepared 
for the National Council Teachers 
English. Published the Council, 211 
68th St., Chicago 21, $.65. 


Mrs. Rollins has completely revised this 
guide children’s and young people’s books 
about Negro life. one the most valuable 
contributions date the field intercult- 
ural education. Carefully classified and anno- 
tated, the list admirably adapted the needs 
the classroom teacher. introduction des- 
cribes criteria for the selection books and 
lists number which are undesirable. This guide 
belongs all professional libraries schools 
and teachers. 


Claremont College Reading Conference. 13th 
Yearbook, 1948. Claremont College Curricu- 
lum Laboratory, Claremont, California, 
$2.50. 

This new collection conference papers 
maintains the excellent quality earlier vol- 
umes the series. Discussions the use 
sociometry and the psychodrama, reading for 
parents and teachers, lipreading, “reading the 
color and hearing conservation 
are among the novel elements the proceed- 
ings. 


The Miraculous Birth Language. Richard 
Wilson. With Perface George Bern- 
ard Shaw. The Philosophical Library, $3.75. 


ature the University Saskatchewan under- 
takes trace the origins language the 
course the evolution Man. Professor 
Wilson emphasizes the essential difference be- 
tween human language and the cruder forms 
communication among animals. assumes 
that “mind basic and permanent element 
the world, self-determining and purposive its 
nature, and the directing agency the evolu- 
tionary process throughout its history.” large 
section George Bernard introduction 
consists plea for simplified grammar and 
the phonetic spelling English words. 


For Early Adolescents 
Swamp Boy. Cormack and By- 
tovetzski. Illustrated Winfield Hoskins. 

McKay, $2.50. 

This book redolent the Georgia 
swamps and reminiscent yearling. 
The scene shifts from swamp city but 
knowledge “yarbs” and wild life has more 
than economic basis. Just the book ap- 
proximates the Alger-book stuff, swamp-life 
sucks back. That its saving grace. boys 
and girls the romantic touch, while not too pro- 
nounced, will surely add the appeal. 


That Lively Man, Ben Franklin. Jeanette 
Eaton. Illustrated Henry Pitz. Morrow, 
$2.50. 

The excellence this 
graphy lies chiefly the strong impression 
leaves the reader Franklin’s many signific- 
ant contributions writer, scientist, inventor, 
ambassador, and statesman and his true 
greatness character. Jeanette Eaton, aware 
children’s particular interest the beginnings 
things, makes good use her opportunity 
include accounts the beginning Ameri- 
molded type, copper-plate presses, stoves, 
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lightning rods, public libraries, and paying 
postoffice service. She presents the humorous, 
energetic, sensible Ben Franklin with such skill 
that from the first page the book will 
loved every American boy girl past nine. 

Nehru India. Cornelia Spencer. John Day, 

$2.50 

The biography Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
leader free India, interesting but will not 
easy reading for young people. The early life 
Nehru, his education England, his as- 
sociation with Gandhi, and his work helping 
gain free India are told with background 
Indian history and customs. Full page photo- 
graphs Nehru and his family are included. 

Verdi, Force Destiny. Dena Humphreys 

Illustrated Hans Alexander Mueller. 

Holt, $3.50. 

Giusseppe Verdi, the son poor tavern 
owner Italy, was determined early child- 
hood study music. This story his early 
studies, his disappointments, eventual success 
and death the age eighty-seven, told 
detail. rather the life Verdi the man 
than Verdi the composer. Included also are 
the stories his operas, list his composi- 
tions and recordings. Limited appeal. 

For the Middle Grades 
Look Inside Your House. Herman and 

Nina Schneider. Illustrated Barbara Ivins. 

William Scott, $1.50. 

Though water, heat, and electricity perform 
like magic our houses, the Schneiders ex- 
plain with admirable clearness how faucets 
work, how radiators heat our homes, and how 
electricity makes many appliances useful us. 
Their procedure for each the three subjects 
give brief introduction, which arouses 
questions the mind young reader, 
list easily attainable materials, plain direc- 
tions for series simple experiments, and di- 
rect applications the results these experi- 


ments the wonders that take place our 
own houses. The text every page accom- 
panied helpful pictures black and white 
and brown. This book destined very 
valuable book increasing interest and in- 
formation among lower and intermediate grade 
children. 


Summer Yellow Flora Bailey. 
Illustrated Ralph Ray Macmillan $2.50. 
Judith and Jon Wayne had always wanted 

accompany their parents their annual 

ethnological expedition the Navaho country. 

One year circumstances arose which made 

necessary that the children also the trip. 

There not much plot the story but the 

children participate Navaho ceremonials and 

become acquainted with many the tribal cus- 
toms through their friendship with the children 
Yellow Singer, medicine man the tribe. 

Good black and white illustrations. 


Steam Shovel Family. Irmangarde Eberle. 
lustrated Connie Moran. David McKay 
$2.00. 

Teresa, Pete and Mrs. Marin are proud 
father who runs steam shovel. During lull 
the construction business, they decide 
drive their old car from New York City Cal- 
ifornia visit grandparents. After numerous 
adventures the way the car breaks down 
completely Kansas. Father goes train, 
leaving the family with the expectation that 
will soon send them the money join him. 
This finally able and they are re- 
united. wholesome, humerous story mod- 
ern American life. 


Sally Tait. Frances Clarke Sayers. Illustrated 
Eileen Evans. Viking, $2.00. 

Was only one year life? Any- 
way, Sally fourth grade-ish and years old, 
and this the year which illness relegates 
Sally private school, and Aunt Cornelia 
comes visit. “To enchanting look 
like Cornelia, like your own mother, Kate. 
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And the look comes from inside, darling. 
means warm-hearted, and wise, and self- 
forgetting.” There nostalgic touch the 
telling (1912), bit like Ruth roller 
skates—less sentimental, little plot, but packed 
with associations and with appeal for and 
year old girls to-day. 


Riding the Rails. Elizabeth Olds. Houghton 

Mifflin, $2.50. 

Riding the Rails distinguished addition 
the non-fiction books for elementary school 
children. Miss Olds has traced the history 
railroading the United States from its 
earliest days the present time. Well-known 
historical figures such Peter Cooper appear, 
but less publicized men such John 
Stevens. The book describes gradual improve- 
ments trains, the building the transconti- 
nental railroad, the development Pullmans, 
the inauguration mail and railway express 
service, well more recent innovations 
railroading. Carefully drawn, colorful illustra- 
tions, together with smaller sketches certain 
types trains, add the usefulness this 
work. While Miss Olds has obviously done very 
careful research preparing Riding the Rails, 
only the sugar-coated aspects the history 
railroading appear. unfortunate that 
more comprehensive picture which would in- 
clude the railroad barons was not attempted. 


Jonathan and Jacob Blanck. 
strated Louis Slobodkin, Houghton Mif- 
flin, $2.00. 

Captain Forthright Jones, retired and lone- 
pirate, and Jonathan, his young friend, have 
good times together until Captain Jones gets 
the inspiration, following storm, out 
and get rainbow for his own. Jonathan 
disturbed and protests vehemently, but the Cap- 
tain goes off his quest. has considerable 
difficulty getting the rainbow into his boat, 
but finally rolls like rug, and stores 
home his cellar. When Jonathan hears the 


rainbow fairies weeping bitterly over the loss 
the rainbow, challenges Captain Jones 
duel, the course which the rainbow 
released and the story ends happily. Imaginative 
sevens-to-twelves will enjoy such touches the 
rainbow jacket presented Jonathan The 
Rainbow Painters Society. Boys particular 
will identify with Hero Jonathan fights 
his fierce battle with the Captain for the pro- 
tection the small and weak. And all young- 
sters regardless age sex, will delight 
Louis delicately painted illustrations 
which generously dot the pages this book. 


Elizabeth McKee. Harcourt, Brace 
Co. New York. $2.50. 

book intended make toy making easy 
use simple hand tools and inexpensive 
use easily available materials. Necessary tools 
are listed, are the types material used for 
toys. Diagrams, patterns, and specific directions 
are shown. Toys described include train, 
trucks, trailers, ferris wheel, and doll house with 
furniture. For boys (and men) handy with 
tools this book should prove valuable and 
pleasant guide variety achievements. 

The Empty Tower. Jean Bothwell. Illustrated 
Margaret Ayer. William Morrow, New 
York, 1948. 
This story about children Rajahpur, 

city North India, gives the reader human 

account the everyday happenings mis- 
sion school called Charity Abide, and one 
very important event which the children the 
school helped bring about. The Empty Tower 
had bell and was the great desire the 
principal the school place bell the 
tower. Funds were scarce but the children 
solved the problem. The story tells how this 
happened one exciting event after another. 

Premi Singh and Bittu Kundan Lal were the 

two children who had the idea that started the 

secret plan get bell for the school. Many 
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people took part before the final presentation 
the bell. 

Teachers who are seeking reading materials 
for older children who still have difficulty with 
reading will find that the large print and the 
well arranged pages increase readability factors. 

The Dolls’ House. Rumer Godden. Illus- 
trated Dana Sainstbury. 

fascinating tale about dolls renovated 
early Victorian dolls’ house. The dolls seem 
live for the reader the author describes their 
feelings and expresses their thoughts. Girls 
especially will enjoy the book. Adults will like 
the minute details and historical backgrounds. 

The Rocky Summer. Lee Kingman. 

trated Barbara Cooney. Houghton Mif- 
flin. 

book full summer adventures for the 
Ranta twins, who thought that little excite- 
ment would come their way rock quarry 
section Cape Ann. Mikko and Helmi, the 
twins, with Polle, their favorite but unpredict- 
able horse, experience even the discovery 
motion” and the tracking down the in- 
dividual who stole the pay day funds the 
owner the quarry. Large type and well ar- 
ranged episodes make this book very good 
reading. 


For Younger Children 
The Three Bears. Feodor Rojan- 
kovsky. Simon and Schuster, $.25. 
shopping. Written and Illustrated Lenora 
Combes. Simon and Schuster, $.25. Busy 
Timmy. Kathryn Byron Jackson. 
trated Eloise Wilkin. Simon and Schuster, 
$.25. Mr.. Noah and His Family. Jane 
Werner. Illustrated Alice and Marvin Pro- 
vensey. Simon and Schuster, $.25. Year the 
City. Lucy Sprague Mitchell. Illustrated 
Tebor Gergely. Simon and Schuster, $.25 The 
Golden Sleepy Book. Margaret Wise Grown. 
Illustrated Garth Williams. Simon and 


Schuster, $.25. the Attic. Hilda 
Williams. Illustrated Corrine Malvern. Sim- 
and Schuster, $.25. 


Seven new titles the Little Golden Book 
series continue the series’ tradition providing 
good reading material for young children inex- 
pensively. The Three Bears, ably illustrated 
Rojankovsky, colorful and delightful new 
edition this classic. Discerning young readers, 
however, may discover such discrepancies 
illustrations the papa chair being 
sketched one page with arms and cushion, 
while later the chair pictured without arms 
and cushion. Baby chair, too, has several 
different versions father bear’s trousers, 
which change from white red the course 
walk. These may seem trivial adult, but 
young child seeking order the outside 
world, they may disturbing arid difficult 
explain. 


Shopping, written and illustrated 
Lenora Combes, tells the adventures 
Peter and Penny who set out spend dime 
apiece birthday presents for their daddy. 
Having searched the butcher shop, the grocery 
store, the drug store, the toy shop and other 
possibilities, they end buying balloons and 
candy for their gifts. While the style this 
particular book makes most suitable for fives 
and older, one wonders whether the average 
five isn’t too sophisticated for text which 
his peers have better sense than shop 
bakery for their father’s birthday gift and 
buy gifts obviously unsuited for adult. 


Busy Timmy, Kathryn and Byron Jack- 
son, will delight the two three-year old 
sees Timmy through the routines the day. 
Timmy does exactly the kind thing the mid- 
dle-class child nice suburban community 
does every day; gets dressed, goes out- 
doors play the sandbox, plays his toy 
horse, goes inside, takes bath, eats, brushes 
his teeth, and goes bed. Furthermore, Timmy 
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can these things himself, which will 
please the young child who proud similar 
accomplishments. Large full-color illustrations 
each page add the charm this book. 


Mr. Noah and his Family, Jane Werner, 
illustrated Alice and Martin Provensey con- 
cerns ark toy, populated stuffed ani- 
mals. The appeal this book for the very 
young child will largely through the recogni- 
tion the large and colorful animals. One 
wonders why Mr. and Mrs. Noah had get 
mixed the story, however, and what as- 
sociation the child two three would have 
with the Noah family that would make this 
book have sense for him. 


Lucy Sprague Year the City, 
illustrated Tebor Gergely, describes the 
kind detail and 7’s like, some the 
changes which occur through the year big 
city. covers multitude complex activities 
from building buildings and tearing streets, 
playing the park and buying 
wardrobe. the book the young child intro- 
duced material explaining his environment 
way which interesting and meaningful 
him. Primary teachers well parents will 
delighted with Year the City. 


The Golden Sleepy Book, Margaret Wise 
Brown with pictures Gortt Williams, 
collection stories and poems stressing the 
theme sleep. The Whispering Rabbit and 
The Dreaming Rabbit are good rest-time stories 
entirely the realm fancy. Poems and verse 
describing how children who live various 
parts the world, and how animals who live 
various environments sleep present 
factual material which and will like. 
However, the collection would have been better 
the fat old bear pictured sleeping bed, 
and the raccoon stretched out hammock 
inside house had been omitted. The pictures 
are distortion the text, which factual 
this particular point. 
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the Attic, Rita Eng, illustrated 
Corrine Malvern, new book which 
the pre-school child will enjoy. Here fresh 
approach alphabet book, with scenes 
play attic which get away from the usual 


Good Work. John McCullough. Illus- 
trated Dahlov Ipcar. William Scott, 
$1.50. 

This “career” book for small boys and girls 
rather unusual that its text and pictures 
are packed with detail; packed, fact, that 
five six-year-old would need the leisurely 
companionship grown-up relish each 
item with him, and seven eight-year-old 
would want time for long study. Although the 
pictures and pages are crowded, the plan the 
book clear-cut and orderly. For each kind 
work, the explanation and interpreting black 
and white pictures cover two pages, which are 
followed full-color double-spread showing 
people action several phases the job. 
The noticeable rhythm the text and the er- 
ratic occurrence rhyme words may seem 
forced adults, but will undoubtedly added 
attractions children. Enjoyment thus 
coupled with useful information about eight 
broad fields occupation. 


Blueberries for Sal. Robert McCloskey. 
lustrated the author. Viking, $2.00. 
Little Sal, intent picking and eating, fol- 

lowed her mother one side Blueberry 

Hill; little bear, intent picking and eating, 

followed his mother the other side Blue- 

berry Hill. Then, somehow, little Sal found 
herself following little mother and little 
bear found himself following little mother. 

course, was the mothers who straightened 

out matters. The story told with charming sound 

words and repetition fun, but the story told 
the large, double-spread, dark blue and white 
pictures will make this book, without 
one the most outstanding humorous picture 
books the year. 
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FIRELIGHT BOOK 
BLUE SKY BOOK 
SUNSHINE BOOK 


EMERALD BOOK 


ACTIVITY 


MANUALS 
BOOKS 


The scope this reading program more than 
literary. has social value for the child because 
him understand human emotions varying 
Here, the finest literature are patterns 
behavior which the child may choose live. 


Readable vocabulary. Charming illustrations. Full- 
¢ 
color art studies. 
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For balanced 
primary reading 
instruction 


LEARNING READ 
Nila Smith 


The basic 
child-centered 
reading program 


Write for free descriptive 
literature 


SILVER BURDETT COMPANY 


East 17th St., New York 


Attention Elementary 
Teachers! 


YOUR READING 


annotated reading list suit- 
able for 7th and 8th grades. 


30c each 
22c each for more 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 
TEACHERS 
211 68th, St. 
Chicago 21, Ill. 


Have you seen 


simple, direct teaching 

logical, clear-cut organiza- 
tion 

full coverage skills 

systemic testing program 

strong program grammar 
readiness and grammar 

stress vocabulary enrich- 


ment 


World Book Company 


Language 
for Daily Use 


DAWSON and MILLER 


The series that answers the 
sets purposeful goals, as- 
suring success and power 
speaking and writing. 


Yonkers-on-Hudson New York 
2126 Prairie Avenue, Chicago 
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READING FOR INTEREST, REVISED 


This superior basal reading series for Grades 1-6 
stimulates each child grow steadily reading 
power. The carefully graded content and vocabu- 
lary, the literary quality, and the high enjoyment 
quotient Reading for Interest, Revised insures the 
pupil’s mastery reading skills and inspires him 
permanent love reading. 


PAUL WITTY and OTHERS 


and for the 
PAUL WITTY’S NEW BOOK 
READING MODERN EDUCATION 


Dr. Witty, this helpful new text, discusses the latest theor- 
ies and practices teaching reading elementary and high 
schools, and indicates the role and importance interest 
reading. forward-looking plan for improving instruction 
reading presented. Ready March 


WILLARD OLSON’S 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 


Boston 


Based extensive research, this new scientific study 
expert the field considers children’s mental, physical, 
emotional, and social development relation their ad- 
justment school. The bibliography covers all phases the 
subject. press 


Heath and Company 


New York Chicago Atlanta San Francisco Dallas 


London 


| 


